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PRAYERS
to our beloved spiritual master
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nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

Obeisances to His Grace Mahātma Prabhu, who is dearest to Kṛṣṇa,
and who teaches both through his realizations and his actions.

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Obeisance to him who is the embodiment of the mood of his
Master Prabhupāda, who awards the joy of kīrtana, who reveals the
truth of Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, and who is affectionately concerned

for the devotees.

oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā
cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened
my eyes, blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION

In a letter to Mahāpuruṣa, 12th February, 1968, Śrīla Prabhupāda writes, 

“The spiritual master and Kṛṣṇa are two parallel lines. The train, on two tracks, moves forward. The 
spiritual master and Kṛṣṇa are like these two tacks, they must be served simultaneously. Kṛṣṇa 
helps one to find bona fide spiritual master and bona fide spiritual master helps one to understand 
Kṛṣṇa. If one does not get bona fide spiritual master, then how he can ever understand Kṛṣṇa? You 
cannot serve Kṛṣṇa without spiritual master or serve just spiritual master without serving Kṛṣṇa. 
They must be served simultaneously.”

We are most fortunate to be able to take guidance from You to better understand Kṛṣṇa. 
Service unto You is equivalent to service unto Kṛṣṇa. You are an awe-inspiring Vaiṣṇava who 
demonstrates love imbued with humor, whereby You laugh and tell us jokes and stories 
that leave us disciples bursting with laughter. You display enthusiasm against all odds, and 
conviction in what Śrīla Prabhupāda taught and lived by His example. You embrace new 
challenges teaching us not to tell Kṛṣṇa how big our problems are but telling our problems 
how big Kṛṣṇa is. You have faced every type of obstacle we will ever face and more. You show 
us how to live with a deep level of faith, and hope and joy.

By hearing about you from proper sources, we can better appreciate the journey you have 
taken to be wonderful, compassionate, and merciful spiritual master that you are today. 
Taking this opportunity to hear about the many experiences that your disciples have had 
with you, it allows to better connect with you, rather than simply know and memorize facts 
about you such as , “You have been temple president 4 times, You met Śrīla Prabhupāda 
through Bhagavad-gītā, You got initiated at the age of 19, You left everything behind for Śrīla 
Prabhupāda‘s service, You have lived and served in fourteen different temples”. 
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The way you explain important yet sensitive topics like spiritual bypassing, forgiveness, 
humility, vows, and marriage with sweet pastimes and stories makes it easy to understand 
for everyone – devotees and non-devotees alike. This helps us to build faith that we can view 
every sphere of life from a Kṛṣṇa-conscious perspective. You teach us to have faith in Guru 
and Kṛṣṇa, and to have faith in ourselves and how much that would really help us in our bhakti. 
You always encourage us to be ourselves and follow in the footsteps of the ācāryas without 
losing ourselves in the process. As the Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad 6.23 reveals:

yasya deve parā bhaktir
yathā deve tathā gurau

tasyaite kathitā hy arthāḥ
prakāśante mahātmanaḥ

“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the spiritual 
master are all the tenets of the Vedic scriptures automatically revealed.” 

As Śrīla Prabhupāda writes in Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 7.15.28 purport, “by staunch faith in the 
spiritual master and the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one not only controls the senses but 
also realizes the Supreme Lord”.

“The spiritual master receives all honor and all contributions on behalf of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. It is not that he receives them for his personal self. For instance, when India was under 
British rule, there was a viceroy who represented the king, and often many people would present 
the viceroy with valuable jewels. However, it was the law that the viceroy could not touch even a 
single jewel, for they were all going to the royal treasury. The viceroy could accept all contributions 
on behalf of the king, but the contributions themselves actually went to the king. Similarly, on 
Vyāsa-pūjā day, whatever honor or contributions are given to the spiritual master are rendered 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa. Just as knowledge comes from the top and goes 
downward, the honor and contributions go from the bottom upward.” (Vyāsa-pūjā address, 2 
September 1972, New Vrindavan)
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Therefore, whatever heartfelt words and tokens of gratitude we may offer to our beloved 
Guru Mahārāja, His Grace Mahātmā Prabhu, on the glorious day of his Vyāsa-pūjā, we can rest 
assured that they will be received and accepted by him on behalf of his own Guru Mahārāja, 
who will accept them on behalf of his own Guru Mahārāja, who will accept them on behalf of 
his own Guru Mahārāja, on and on through the paramparā system, all the way back to Kṛṣṇa.

Please be merciful on us fallen souls, our prayer is ei-bāro karuṇā koro vaiṣṇava gosāi, there‘s 
no one except you who can purify the fallen souls patita-pāvana tomā bine keho nāi.

His Grace Mahātmā Prabhu kī jaya! 
Śrīla Prabhupāda kī jaya! 
Guru-paramparā kī jaya!
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THE MEANING 
OF VYASA-PUJA

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

“Actually there is no difference between hearing directly from Kṛṣṇa and
hearing directly from Kṛṣṇa via a bona fide spiritual master like Vyāsa. 

The spiritual master is the representative of Vyāsadeva also. Therefore, 
according to the Vedic system, on the birthday of the spiritual master 

the disciples conduct the ceremony called Vyāsa-pūjā.“

(Bhagavad-gīta As It Is 18.75, Purport)

“We have got debts to so many people. First debt is to the demigods. 
Just like the sun-god, moon-god, they are supplying heat, light. The 

Varuṇa. In this material world we have got so many debts. But people 
do not care for it. Just like we are receiving light from sun, but what we 
are paying to the sun? Therefore we remain debtor. This is Vedic idea. 
You are getting this electricity. If you don‘t pay the bill, how long you 

will be able to use it? After some days the connection will be cut off. But 
although we do not pay any bill to the sunlight, because it is the order of 
Kṛṣṇa, it is giving us light. But how long it will go on? This is sinful. If you 
take something from a person and if you do not repay, that is sinful. Ṛṇa. 

It is called ṛṇa.
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So there are so many debts. First to the demigod, then to the ṛṣis, saintly 
persons. Because we get knowledge, Vedic knowledge, from the ṛṣi, 
we must be debtor. Guru-ṛṇa: debtor to the spiritual master, to the 

sages, to the saintly persons, because we are getting knowledge from 
them. Therefore the Vyāsa-pūjā is there. Once in a year the disciples are 
worshiping the spiritual master and trying to repay that he has received 

from the spiritual master.“

(Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture, July 11, 1974)

“Kṛṣṇa instructed Brahmā. Brahmā instructed Nārada. Nārada instructed 
Vyāsadeva. Vyāsadeva instructed Śukadeva. In this way our guru-
paramparā system. Therefore we worship the guru as Vyāsa-pūjā 

because representative of Vyāsa. And who is Vyāsa? Representative of 
Nārada. What is Nārada? Representative of Brahmā. What is Brahmā? 

Representative of Kṛṣṇa. This is called paramparā system.“

(Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture, March 13, 1976)

“So this Vyāsa-pūjā ceremony means to offer our thanks to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, because He is the original guru. As we receive 

this message through paramparā system from Kṛṣṇa to Brahmā, Brahmā 
to Nārada, Nārada to Vyāsadeva, Vyāsadeva to Madhvācārya, in this way, 
Mādhavendra Purī, then Īśvara Purī, then Caitanya Mahāprabhu, then six 

Gosvāmīs, then others, Bhaktivinoda Ṭhakura, Jagannātha dāsa Bābājī, 
Gaura Kiśora dāsa Bābājī Mahārāja, Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī. Then we 

have taken.

So this... , as we come to this Kṛṣṇa Consciousness understanding 
through this long paramparā, similarly, in the Vyāsa-pūjā ceremony, 
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whatever respect, honor and presentation you give, that goes to Kṛṣṇa 
through that paramparā system, from down. As it is received through 

the paramparā system, so similarly, your offerings also goes through this 
paramparā system to the Supreme. The connection.

Our system is gopī-bhartuḥ pada-kamalayor dāsa-dāsānudāsaḥ 
(CC Madhya 13.80). It is sometimes called bureaucracy. If you apply 

something, at least in India, to the President, you‘ll have to submit to the 
local collector. The collector will submit to somebody else, somebody 

else, then secretary, you go; then to the President. So our system is 
that. So it is not that I am training my disciples to worship me, man-

worship, I‘m getting some honor from them for nothing. No. It is not 
that. Whatever honor, whatever respect, whatever presentation you are 
giving to your spiritual master, it will go to Kṛṣṇa by paramparā system. 

This is Vyāsa-pūjā. Therefore, it is called Vyāsapūjā.

(Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture, August 22, 1973)

“So try to receive Kṛṣṇa‘s grace through the disciplic succession, Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu. Then you will understand everything. Yasya deve parā 

bhaktir yathā deve tathā gurau (ŚU 6.23). This is the process, Vedic 
process. One should have unflinching faith in God and spiritual master. 

Don‘t jump over God, crossing the spiritual master. Then it will be failure. 
You must go through. We are observing Vyāsa-pūjā ceremony, the birth 

anniversary of our Guru Mahārāja. Why? We cannot understand Kṛṣṇa 
without spiritual master. That is bogus. If anyone wants to understand 

Kṛṣṇa, jumping over the spiritual master, then immediately he becomes 
a bogus. Therefore Caitanya Mahāprabhu says, guru-kṛṣṇa-kṛpāya pāya 
bhakti-latā-bīja (CC Madhya 19.151). That is Vedic injunction. Tad viddhi 

praṇipātena paripraśnena sevayā (BG 4.34). Nobody can understand 
Kṛṣṇa without going through His most confidential servant. This is the 
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meaning of this Vyāsa-pūjā. You cannot surpass. If you think that you 
have become very learned and very advanced, now you can avoid the 

spiritual master and you understand Kṛṣṇa, that is the bogus. That is the 
meaning of this Vyāsa-pūjā ceremony. We should always pray, yasya 

prasādād bhagavat-prasādaḥ (Gurv-aṣṭaka 8). Yasya prasādād: only 
by the grace of spiritual master we can achieve the grace or mercy of 
Kṛṣṇa. This is the meaning of this Vyāsa-pūjā, offering obeisances by 

paramparā system.

(Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture on Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura‘s appearance day, 
March 2, 1975)
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“ADORE, ADORE YE 
ALL THE HAPPY 

DAY”

Śrīla Prabhupāda wrote the following poem in February 1935, on the occasion of the Vyāsa-pūjā 
celebration of his spiritual master, Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura. It delighted Śrīla 
Bhaktisiddhānta, especially the sixth stanza, which he felt captured the essence of his preaching 
against the māyāvādīs. After reading this poem, Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī was especially 
keen that Śrīla Prabhupāda preach and write in English.

(1)
Adore, adore ye all The happy day

Blessed than heaven Sweeter than May.
When he appeared at Puri The holy place,

My Lord and Master His Divine Grace.

(2)
Oh! my Master The evangelic angel.

Give us Thy light Light up Thy candle.
Struggle for existence A human race.

The only hope His Divine Grace.



ADORE, ADORE YE ALL THE HAPPY DAY

18

(3)
Misled we are All going astray,
Save us Lord Our fervent pray.

Wonder thy ways To turn our face
Adore Thy feet Your Divine Grace.

(4)
Forgotten Kṛṣṇa We fallen souls,

Paying most heavy The illusion‘s toll. 
Darkness around All untrace.

The only hope His Divine Grace.

(5)
Message of service Thou hast brought, 

A healthful life As Caitanya wrought. 
Unknown to all It‘s full of brace.

That‘s your gift Your Divine Grace.

(6)
Absolute is sentient Thou hast proved 
Impersonal calamity Thou hast moved. 

This gives us a life Anew and fresh. 
Worship Thy feet Your Divine Grace.
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(7)
Had you not come Who had told

The message of Kṛṣṇa Forceful and bold. 
That‘s your right You have the mace 
Save me a fallen Your Divine Grace.

(8)
The line of service As drawn by you

Is pleasing and healthy Like morning dew. 
The oldest of all But in new dress 
Miracle done Your Divine Grace.
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THE UNIVERSAL 
TEACHER

The following speech was given by Abhay Charan Das (His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupāda) before the members of the Śrī Gauḍīya Maṭha in Bombay, in February 1936, on the 
occasion of the appearance anniversary of Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura.

sākṣād-dharitvena samasta-śāstrair
uktas tathā bhāvyata eva sadbhiḥ
kintu prabhor yaḥ priya eva tasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

“In the revealed scriptures it is declared that the spiritual master should be worshiped like 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this injunction is obeyed by pure devotees of 
the Lord. The spiritual master is the most confidential servant of the Lord. Thus let us offer 
our respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master.“

Gentlemen, on behalf of the members of the Bombay branch of the Gauḍīya Maṭha, let me 
welcome you all because you have so kindly joined us tonight in our congregational offerings 
of homage to the lotus feet of the world teacher, Ācāryadeva, who is the founder of this 
Gauḍīya Mission and the president-ācārya of Śrī Śrī Viśva-vaiṣṇava Rāja-sabhā – I mean my 
eternal divine master, Paramahaṁsa Parivrājakācārya Śrī Śrīmad Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī 
Gosvāmī Mahārāja.

Sixty-two years ago, on this auspicious day, the Ācāryadeva made his appearance by the call 
of Ṭhākura Bhaktivinoda at Śrī-kṣetra, Jagannātha-dhāma at Purī.
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Gentlemen, the offering of such an homage as has been arranged this evening to the 
Ācāryadeva is not a sectarian concern, for when we speak of the fundamental principle of 
gurudeva, or ācāryadeva, we speak of something that is of universal application. There does 
not arise any question of discriminating my guru from yours or anyone else‘s. There is only 
one guru, who appears in an infinity of forms to teach you, me and all others.

The guru, or ācāryadeva, as we learn from the bona fide scriptures, delivers the message of 
the absolute world, the transcendental abode of the Absolute Personality, where everything 
nondifferentially serves the Absolute Truth. We have heard so many times: mahā-jano 
yena gataḥ sa panthāḥ (“Traverse the trail which your previous ācārya has passed ), but we 
have hardly tried to understand the real purport of this śloka. If we scrutinizingly study 
this proposition, we can understand that the mahā-jana is one, and the royal road to the 
transcendental world is also one. In the Muṇḍaka Upaniṣad [1.2.12] it is said:

tad-vijñānārthaṁ sa gurum evābhigacchet
samit-pāṇiḥ śrotriyaṁ brahma-niṣṭham

“In order to learn the transcendental science, one must approach the bona fide spiritual 
master in disciplic succession, who is fixed in the Absolute Truth.“

Thus it has been enjoined herewith that in order to receive that transcendental knowledge, 
one must approach the guru. Therefore, if the Absolute Truth is one, about which we think 
there is no difference of opinion, the guru also cannot be two. The Ācāryadeva to whom we 
have assembled tonight to offer our humble homage is not the guru of a sectarian institution 
or one out of many differing exponents of the truth. On the contrary, he is the Jagad-guru, 
the guru of all of us; the only difference is that some obey him wholeheartedly, while others 
do not obey him directly.

In the Bhāgavatam [SB 11.17.27] it is said:

ācāryaṁ māṁ vijānīyān navamanyeta karhicit
na martya-buddhyāsūyeta sarva-deva-mayo guruḥ
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“One should understand the spiritual master to be as good as I am, said the Blessed Lord. 
Nobody should be jealous of the spiritual master or think of him as an ordinary man, 
because the spiritual master is the sum total of all the demigods.“

That is, the ācārya has been identified with God Himself. He has nothing to do with the affairs 
of this mundane world. He does not descend here to meddle with the affairs of temporary 
necessities, but to deliver the fallen, conditioned souls – the souls, or entities, who have come 
here to the material world with a motive of enjoyment by the mind and the five organs of 
sense perception. He appears before us to reveal the light of the Vedas and to bestow upon 
us the blessings of full-fledged freedom, after which we should hanker at every step of our 
life‘s journey.

The transcendental knowledge of the Vedas was first uttered by God to Brahmā, the creator 
of this particular universe. From Brahmā the knowledge descended to Nārada, from Nārada 
to Vyāsadeva, and from Vyāsadeva to Madhva, and in this process of disciplic succession the 
transcendental knowledge was transmitted by one disciple to another till it reached Lord 
Gaurāṅga, Śrī Kṛṣṇa Caitanya, who posed as the disciple and successor of Śrī Īśvara Purī. The 
present Ācāryadeva is the tenth disciplic representative from Śrī Rūpa Gosvāmī, the original 
representative of Lord Caitanya who preached this transcendental tradition in its fullness. 
The knowledge that we receive from our Gurudeva is not different from that imparted by 
God Himself and the succession of the ācāryas in the preceptorial line of Brahmā. We adore 
this auspicious day as Śrī Vyāsa-pūjā-tithi because the ācārya is the living representative 
of Vyāsadeva, the divine compiler of the Vedas, Purāṇas, Bhagavad-gīta, Mahābhārata, and 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam.

One who interprets the divine sound, or śabda-brahma, by his imperfect sense perception 
cannot be a real spiritual guru, because in the absence of proper disciplinary training under 
the bona fide ācārya, the interpreter is sure to differ from Vyāsadeva (as the Māyāvādīs do). 
Śrīla Vyāsadeva is the prime authority of Vedic revelation, and therefore such an irrelevant 
interpreter cannot be accepted as the guru, or ācārya, howsoever equipped he may be with 
all the acquirements of material knowledge. As it is said in the Padma Purāṇa, sampradāya-
vihīnā ye mantrās te niṣphalā matāḥ: “Unless you are initiated by a bona fide spiritual master 
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in the disciplic succession, the mantra that you might have received is without any effect.“ On 
the other hand, one who has received the transcendental knowledge by aural reception from 
the bona fide preceptor in the disciplic chain, and who has sincere regard for the real ācārya, 
must needs be enlightened with the revealed knowledge of the Vedas. But this knowledge is 
permanently sealed to the cognitive approach of the empiricists. As it is said in Śvetāśvatara 
Upaniṣad [6.23]:

yasya deve parā bhaktir yathā deve tathā gurau
tasyaite kathitā hy arthāḥ prakāṣante mahātmanaḥ

“Only unto those great souls who simultaneously have implicit faith in both the Lord and 
the spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed.“

Gentlemen, our knowledge is so poor, our senses are so imperfect, and our sources are so 
limited that it is not possible for us to have even the slightest knowledge of the absolute 
region without surrendering ourselves at the louts feet of Śrī Vyāsadeva or his bona fide 
representative. Every moment we are being deceived by the knowledge of our direct 
perception. It is all the creation or concoction of the mind, which is always deceiving, 
changing, and flickering. We cannot know anything of the transcendental region by our 
limited, perverted method of observation and experiment. But all of us can lend our eager 
ears for the aural reception of the transcendental sound transmitted from that region to this 
through the unadulterated medium of Śrī Gurudeva or Śrī Vyāsadeva. Therefore, gentlemen, 
we should surrender ourselves today at the feet of the representative of Śrī Vyāsadeva for the 
elimination of all our differences bred by our unsubmissive attitude. It is accordingly said in 
Śrī Gītā [Bg. 4.34]:

tad viddhi praṇipātena paripraśnena sevayā
upadekṣyanti te jñānaṁ jñāninas tattva-darśinaḥ

“Just approach the wise and bona fide spiritual master. Surrender unto him first and try to 
understand him by inquiries and service. Such a wise spiritual master will enlighten you 
with transcendental knowledge, for he has already known the Absolute Truth.“
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To receive the transcendental knowledge we must completely surrender ourselves to the 
real ācārya in a spirit of ardent inquiry and service. Actual performance of service to the 
Absolute under the guidance of the ācārya is the only vehicle by which we can assimilate the 
transcendental knowledge. Today‘s meeting for offering our humble services and homage to 
the feet of the Ācāryadeva will enable us to be favored with the capacity of assimilating the 
transcendental knowledge so kindly transmitted by him to all persons without distinction.

Gentlemen, we are all more or less proud of our past Indian civilization, but we actually do not 
know the real nature of that civilization. We cannot be proud of our past material civilization, 
which is now a thousand times greater than in days gone by. It is said that we are passing 
through the age of darkness, the Kali-yuga. What is this darkness? The darkness cannot be 
due to backwardness in material knowledge, because we now have more of it than formerly. 
If not we ourselves, our neighbors at any rate have plenty of it. Therefore, we must conclude 
that the darkness of the present age is not due to a lack of material advancement, but that we 
have lost the clue to our spiritual advancement, which is the prime necessity of human life 
and the criterion of the highest type of human civilization. Throwing of bombs from airplanes 
is no advancement of civilization from the primitive, uncivilized practice of dropping big 
stones on the heads of enemies from the tops of hills. Improvement in the art of killing our 
neighbors by means of machine guns and poisonous gases is certainly no advancement from 
primitive barbarism, which prided itself on its art of killing by bows and arrows. Nor does 
the development of a sense of pampered selfishness prove anything more than intellectual 
animalism. True human civilization is very different from all these states, and therefore in the 
Kaṭha Upaniṣad [1.3.14] there is the emphatic call:

uttiṣṭhata jāgrata prāpya varān nibodhata
kṣurasya dhārā niśitā duratyayā

durgaṁ pathas tat kavayo vadanti

“Please wake up and try to understand the boon which you now have in this human form 
of life. The path of spiritual realization is very difficult; it is sharp like a razor‘s edge. That 
is the opinion of learned, transcendental scholars.“
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Thus, while others were yet in the womb of historical oblivion, the sages of India had 
developed a different kind of civilization, which enabled them to know themselves. They had 
discovered that we are not at all material entities, but that we are all spiritual, permanent, and 
indestructible servants of the Absolute. But because we have, against our better judgment, 
chosen to completely identify ourselves with this present material existence, our sufferings 
have multiplied according to the inexorable law of birth and death, with its consequent 
diseases and anxieties. These sufferings cannot be really mitigated by any provision of material 
happiness, because matter and spirit are completely different elements. It is just as if you took 
an aquatic animal out of water and put it on the land, supplying all manner of happiness 
possible on land. The deadly sufferings of the animal are not capable of being relieved at all 
until it is taken out of its foreign environment. 

Spirit and matter are completely contradictory things. All of us are spiritual entities. We 
cannot have perfect happiness, which is our birthright, however much we may meddle with 
the affairs of the mundane things. Perfect happiness can by ours only when we are restored 
to our natural state of spiritual existence. This is the distinctive message of our ancient Indian 
civilization, this is the message of the Gītā, this is the message of the Vedas and the Purāṇas, 
and this is the message of all the real ācāryas, including our present Ācāryadeva, in the line of 
Lord Caitanya.

Gentlemen, although it is imperfectly that we have been enabled, by his grace, to understand 
the sublime messages of our Ācāryadeva, Oṁ Viṣṇupāda Paramahaṁsa Parivrājakācārya Śrī 
Śrīmad Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Gosvāmī Mahārāja, we must admit that we have realized 
definitely that the divine message from his holy lips is the congenial thing for suffering 
humanity. All of us should hear him patiently. If we listen to the transcendental sound without 
unnecessary opposition, he will surely have mercy upon us. The ācārya‘s message is to take 
us back to our original home, back to God. Let me repeat, therefore, that we should hear him 
patiently, follow him in the measure of our conviction and bow down at his lotus feet for 
releasing us from our present causeless unwillingness for serving the Absolute and all souls. 

From the Gītā we learn that even after the destruction of the body, the ātmā, or the soul, is not 
destroyed; he is always the same, always new and fresh. Fire cannot burn him, water cannot 
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dissolve him, the air cannot dry him up, and the sword cannot kill him. He is everlasting and 
eternal, and this is also confirmed in the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam [SB 10.84.13]:

yasyātma-buddhiḥ kuṇape tri-dhātuke
sva-dhīḥ kalatrādiṣu bhauma ijya-dhīḥ

yat-tīrtha-buddhiḥ salile na karhicij
janeṣv abhijñeṣu sa eva go-kharaḥ

“Anyone who accepts this bodily bag of three elements [bile, mucus, and air] as his self, 
who has an affinity for an intimate relationship with his wife and children, who considers 
his land as worshipable, who takes bath in the waters of the holy places of pilgrimage but 
never takes advantage of those persons who are in actual knowledge – he is no better 
than an ass or a cow.“

Unfortunately, in these days we have all been turned foolish by neglecting our real comfort 
and identifying the material cage with ourselves. We have concentrated all our energies for 
the meaningless upkeep of the material cage for its own sake, completely neglecting the 
captive soul within. The cage is meant for the undoing of the bird; the bird is not meant for 
the welfare of the cage. Let us, therefore, deeply ponder this. All our activities are now turned 
toward the upkeep of the cage, and the most we do is try to give some food to the mind by 
art and literature. But we do not know that this mind is also material in a more subtle form. 
This is stated in the Gītā [Bg. 7.4]:

bhūmir āpo ’nalo vāyuḥ khaṁ mano buddhir eva ca
ahaṅkāra itīyaṁ me bhinnā prakṛtir aṣṭadhā

“Earth, water, fire, air, sky, intelligence, mind, and ego are all My separated energies.“

We have scarcely tried to give any food to the soul, which is distinct from the body and mind; 
therefore we are all committing suicide in the proper sense of the term. The message of the 
Ācāryadeva is to give us a warning to halt such wrong activities. Let us therefore bow down at 
his lotus feet for the unalloyed mercy and kindness he has bestowed upon us.
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Gentlemen, do not for a moment think that my Gurudeva wants to put a complete brake on 
the modern civilization – an impossible feat. But let us learn from him the art of making the 
best use of a bad bargain, and let us understand the importance of this human life, which is 
fit for the highest development of true consciousness. The best use of this rare human life 
should not be neglected. As it is said in Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam [SB 11.9.29]:

labdhvā su-durlabham idaṁ bahu-sambhavānte
mānuṣyam artha-dam anityam apīha dhīraḥ

tūrṇaṁ yateta na pated anu-mṛtyu yāvan
niḥśreyasāya viṣayaḥ khalu sarvataḥ syāt

“This human life is obtained after many, many births, and although it is not permanent, it 
can offer the highest benefits. Therefore a sober and intelligent man should immediately 
try to fulfill his mission and attain the highest profit in life before another death occurs. He 
should avoid sense gratification, which is available in all circumstances.“

Let us not misuse this human life in the vain pursuit of material enjoyment, or, in other words, 
for the sake of only eating, sleeping, fearing, and sensuous activities. The Ācāryadeva‘s 
message is conveyed by the words of Śrī Rūpa Gosvāmī:

anāsaktasya viṣayān yathārham upayuñjataḥ
nirbandhaḥ kṛṣṇa-sambandhe yuktaṁ vairāgyam ucyate

prāpañcikatayā buddhyā hari-sambandhi-vastunaḥ
mumukṣubhiḥ parityāgo vairāgyaṁ phalgu kathyate

“One is said to be situated in the fully renounced order of life if he lives in accordance with 
Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. He should be without attachment for sense gratification and should 
accept only what is necessary for the upkeep of the body. On the other hand, one who 
renounces things which could be used in the service of Kṛṣṇa, under the pretext that such 
things are material, does not practice complete renunciation.“
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The purport of these ślokas can only be realized by fully developing the rational portion of 
our life, not the animal portion. Sitting at the feet of the Ācāryadeva, let us try to understand 
from this transcendental source of knowledge what we are, what is this universe, what is 
God, and what is our relationship with Him. The message of Lord Caitanya is the message for 
the living entities and the message of the living world. Lord Caitanya did not bother Himself 
for the upliftment of this dead world, which is suitably named Martyaloka, the world where 
everything is destined to die. He appeared before us four hundred fifty years ago to tell us 
something of the transcendental universe, where everything is permanent and everything is 
for the service of the Absolute. But recently Lord Caitanya has been misrepresented by some 
unscrupulous persons, and the highest philosophy of the Lord has been misinterpreted to be 
the cult of the lowest type of society. We are glad to announce tonight that our Ācāryadeva, 
with his unusual kindness, saved us from this horrible type of degradation, and therefore we 
bow down at his lotus feet with all humility. Gentlemen, it has been a mania of the cultured 
(or uncultured) society of the present day to accredit the Personality of Godhead with merely 
impersonal features and to stultify Him by claiming that He has no senses, no form, no activity, 
no head, no legs, and no enjoyment. This has also been the pleasure of the modern scholars 
due to their sheer lack of proper guidance and true introspection in the spiritual realm. All 
these empiricists think alike: all the enjoyable things should be monopolized by the human 
society, or by a particular class only, and the impersonal God should be a mere order supplier 
for their whimsical feats. We are happy that we have been relieved of this horrible type of 
malady by the mercy of His Divine Grace Paramahaṁsa Parivrājakācārya Bhaktisiddhānta 
Sarasvatī Gosvāmī Mahārāja. He is our eyeopener, our eternal father, our eternal preceptor 
and our eternal guide. Let us therefore bow down at his lotus feet on this auspicious day.

Gentlemen, although we are like ignorant children in the knowledge of the Transcendence, 
still His Divine Grace, my Gurudeva, has kindled a small fire within us to dissipate the invincible 
darkness of empirical knowledge. We are now so much on the safe side that no amount of 
philosophical argument by the empiric schools of thought can deviate us an inch from the 
position of our eternal dependence on the lotus feet of His Divine Grace. Furthermore, we are 
prepared to challenge the most erudite scholars of the Māyāvāda school and prove that the 
personality of Godhead and His transcendental sports in Goloka alone constitute the sublime 
information of the Vedas. There are explicit indications of this in the Chāndogya Upaniṣad 
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[8.13.1]: śyāmāc chavalaṁ prapadye śavalāc chyāmaṁ prapadye. “For receiving the mercy 
of Kṛṣṇa, I surrender unto His energy [Rādhā], and for receiving the mercy of His energy, I 
surrender unto Kṛṣṇa. Also, in the Ṛg Veda [1.2.22.20]: tad viṣṇoḥ paramaṁ padaṁ sadā paśyanti 
sūrayo divīva cakṣur ātataṁ ...  viṣṇor yat paramaṁ padam. “The lotus feet of Lord Viṣṇu are the 
supreme objective of all the demigods. These lotus feet of the Lord are as enlightening as the 
sun in the sky.“

The plain truth so vividly explained in the Gīta, which is the central lesson of the Vedas, is not 
understood or even suspected by the most powerful scholars of the empiric schools. Herein 
lies the secret of Śrī Vyāsa-pūjā. When we meditate on the transcendental pastimes of the 
Absolute Godhead, we are proud to feel that we are His eternal servitors, and we become 
jubilant and dance with joy. All glory to my divine master, for it is he who has out of his 
unceasing flow of mercy stirred up within us such a movement of eternal existence. Let us 
bow down at his louts feet. Gentlemen, had he not appeared before us to deliver us from the 
thralldom of this gross worldly delusion, surely we should have remained for lives and ages in 
the darkness of helpless captivity. Had he not appeared before us, we would not have been 
able to understand the eternal truth of the sublime teaching of Lord Caitanya. Had he not 
appeared before us, we could not have been able to know the significance of the first śloka 
of Brahma-saṁhitā:

īśvaraḥ paramaḥ kṛṣṇaḥ sac-cid-ānanda-vigrahaḥ
anādir ādir govindaḥ sarva-kāraṇa-kāraṇam

“Kṛṣṇa, who is know as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal, blissful, 
spiritual body. He is the origin of all, He has no other origin, and He is the prime cause of 
all causes.“

Personally, I have no hope for any direct service for the coming crores of births of the sojourn 
of my life, but I am confident that some day or other I shall be delivered from this mire of 
delusion in which I am at present so deeply sunk. Therefore let me with all my earnestness 
pray at the lotus feet of my divine master to allow me to suffer the lot for which I am destined 
due to my past misdoings, but to let me have this power of recollection: that I am nothing 
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but a tiny servant of the Almighty Absolute Godhead, realized through the unflinching mercy 
of my divine master. Let me therefore bow down at his lotus feet with all the humility at my 
command.

ABHAY CHARAN DAS
For Members, Śrī Gauḍīya Maṭha, Bombay
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VYĀSA-PŪJĀ 
OFFERING

to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda

My Dear Śrīla Prabhupāda,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

You sit in Māyāpur crying as you chant on your beads. You are in the temple at the home of 
Nandanācārya, begging for blessings before your maiden voyage to America. The pūjārī, who 
had seen you before as a grihastha, at first doesn’t recognize you in saffron. He comes closer 
and sees your tears. Now realizing it is you, he asks, “Why are you crying?” 

And you say, “My spiritual master has given me an order that I have no qualification to fulfill. I 
am simply begging for his mercy to fulfill that order.“

Śrīla Prabhupāda, I am also burdened with a similar feeling. You have given me – and all of 
us – the impossible order to make the world Kṛṣṇa conscious. And I haven’t the slightest 
qualification to do this.
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I wish I had special powers to turn people into pure devotees of Kṛṣṇa in the same way you 
did. I long for deep intelligence like yours so that I can understand how to bring the masses 
to Kṛṣṇa’s feet. If I were only empowered to do something significant for your guru maharaja. 
The world is suffering and you have huge plans for saving it. Yet unfortunately, when you look 
at me you can see that I have huge disqualifications to help you realize those plans.

How much I want to understand your heart, your mood, your deepest desires. How much I 
want to know your vision for the future, your insights for establishing varṇāśrama. How much 
I long for the intelligence to reconcile the many controversies and paradoxes we face. But 
despite my disqualification, you still ask me to be a leader. This lack of qualification is painful 
to bear because you deserve better and so does the world.

I sometimes think that if I have to come back, let me be blessed with one hundred times 
more purity, one hundred times more sense control, one hundred times more compassion 
and one hundred times more intelligence. But such wishful thinking is useless. So I ask you, 
Śrīla Prabhupāda, can you bless me now with a hundred times more purity, sense control, 
compassion and intelligence? I really want to be an instrument in taking your movement to 
the next level, yet without your blessings I can’t do much. Would you consider making me a 
puppet? I am willing.

I am at your feet, a beggar crying for help to execute the impossible task you have given me.

With tears in my eyes, I remain 

Your worthless servant,

Mahatma Das
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GISELE
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Gurudev, please accept my humble obeisances.

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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In this small offering on the occasion of your Vyāsa-pūjā, I only have words of thanks, for 
inspiring me every day to be a better servant. When you speak, in each clases, you invite me 
to work, to improve my service. I THANK YOU, for your beautiful clases and for allowing me 
to serve you.

JAY Gurudev!!!

Your servant,

Gisele Cardozo
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KAMALA SUNDARI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Vanca Kalpa dear Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisance, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

I am very happy and very grateful to have spent another year sheltered at your lotus feet. In 
this second year of the pandemic you made the most of the given conditions of isolation to 
enhance and multiply your preaching, just as you did the previous year. You have taught daily 
and you have done so with translation into different languages simultaneously so that we can 
all learn and get closer to Kṛṣṇa. You also gave workshops and participated in many events to 
which you were invited. You always transmitted your knowledge to us with clarity, humility 
and with the sympathy that characterizes you. You also delighted us with your music, those 
beautiful melodies, that touch our hearts and leave us wanting to continue singing. You dear 
Gurudeva, teach us the Scriptures and also with your example teaches us to be constant and 
determined, to continue advancing in Kṛṣṇa consciousness . You teach us how to relate to 
Kṛṣṇa, how to think of Him in every moment and you also teach us how to love Him, and your 
only purpose is that let‘s go back to home.

Throughout so many years in the practice of Kṛṣṇa consciousness you have served and serve 
your spiritual master faithfully day by day with inexhaustible energy. You are always looking for 
new ways to preach and reach people in any situation, thus demonstrating how trustworthy 
you are. You are an example in every way and you drive us on this path.

In this new vyasa puja, I also want to emphasize that despite how busy you are in devotional 
service, you always have time to answer our letters and messages, giving us your guidance 
and support as a loving father. Thank you Gurudeva for everything you give us on a daily basis 
and infinite thanks for your refuge that changed my life forever. I know that my words are not 
enough to describe and glorify you. I also know that I am eternally indebted to you. Thank 
you for all that you give us and sorry for the little I give you.
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gurudev!
kṛpā-bindu diyā, koro’ ei dāse,

tṛṇāpekhā ati hīna
sakala sahane, bala diyā koro’,

nija-māne spṛhā-hīna

Gurudeva with a drop of your mercy make this servant of yours more humble than grass . Give 
me strength to tolerate all trials and difficulties and free me from all personal desire.

With all my love, who tries to serve you

Kamala Sundari Devi Dasi
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MARCELO
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Maharaja, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda, please accept my humble obeisances.

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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I would like to tell you thank you so much for everything. Every day I think of you and I become 
strong. Thanks to you I know what I have to do.

I wish you the best Maharaja,

Bhakta Marcelo 
Hare Kṛṣṇa.
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PREMA RUPINI MADHAVI DEVI DASI 

& PREMA RUPA MADHAVA DASA
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Mahārāja,

Please accept our humble and respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda and to You. Happy Vyāsa-pūjā!

We have this wonderful opportunity to glorify You. There are so many qualities that make You 
stand out and make you a Mahātmā, how Śrīla Prabhupāda saw that with His transcendental 
vision when you started the path of Bhakti yoga in this life.



ARGENTINA

45

We particularly appreciate Your lectures, full of knowledge, sense of humor, love and 
realizations. You make us better able to understand Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, shorten our way 
back home back to Godhead by sharing Your realizations. Your humility and seeing how You 
shows Yourself as You are, and also Your detachment from the world and Your attachment to 
Śrīla Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇa . You are always willing to serve, to help the devotees, You are our 
spiritual uncle, master, father. You make us feel part of Your family. When we went through 
difficult times You were always there. We thank You from the bottom of our hearts for all Your 
mercy. So many unforgettable moments lived in Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Usa, India.

Your kirtans are so sweet that You transport us, and sprinkles us with Your Prema.

Your humor also characterizes You, in the face of difficulties we see how You see everything, 
always protected by Kṛṣṇa, You transmit Your peace, dedication and love wherever You are.

We deeply pray to be able to have Your association soon and be able to serve You.

Thank you for existing and making this world a better place to live. You are helping the world 
in so many amazings ways. Always creative and one step before everyone. Your realization of 
Sankirtana inspires us a lot.

As it‘s said in the Bhagavad-gītā 7.19 “sa mahātmā su-durlabhaḥ“, it is very very difficult to find 
a great soul like You. 

We love You very much!

Thank You for trusting us and for Your affection, it reaches us.

Your servants, with love and affection, 

Prema Rupini Madhavi Devi Dasi 
& Prema Rupa Madhava Dasa
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AMRITA RADHIKA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dearest Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to You!

With each year that passes there is this very special time, where we your disciples and well 
wishers get the opportunity to sit and meditate on you, the representative of Śrīla Vyāsadeva 
and how you have directly changed our lives.

You recently said in your lecture on Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur that the attitude of the 
disciple is “I am nothing, and by the association of the Sadhus I reflect their light and then I 
become something. And without their mercy I cannot become Kṛṣṇa conscious and I cannot 
spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness.“ As I heard you say this it was like you were speaking directly to 
my soul, re-reminding me of what I am and how without your light and mercy, I am unable 
to become Kṛṣṇa conscious. This very sentence is not only extremely humbling but it also 
reminds me of how you have saved me. 

The only way I know that I can try to begin to repay you is by trying my best to be a humble 
servant and follow my vows. Always remembering that I am nothing without your light and 
mercy and that anything I attempt to do is only because of you. 

You also went on to say that everything that we have in our lives is because of Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
because of Śrīla Prabhupāda I am listening to this class, because of Śrīla Prabhupāda, I am 
fortunate enough to also have You, your preaching, your example, your mercy, your guidance 
and the opportunity to try to serve in some small way. 

There are no words that can ultimately describe the level of gratitude that I have toward you 
and the paramparā so rather than trying to use words to express what I feel. I have realized 
it‘s best that I show you through trying to follow in your footsteps and the forefathers who 
have gone before you. By each day doing my small part which will hopefully one day become 
bigger and bolder. And just like you, I will be able to be the light for others and show them the 
mercy and guidance that you show me. 

Your always aspiring servant, 

Amrita Radhika Devi Dasi
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ANANDAMAYI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dearest Guru Mahārāj, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you! All 
glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! 

I pray your Vyāsa-pūjā is a wonderful celebration, and I pray to Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī for many 
happy returns on this special day. Thank you, Guru Mahārāj, for your tireless effort. It’s hard 
to believe another year has passed. Even though it was a challenging year for all of us, I felt 
strength in your shelter and steadiness. Without you and Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, I would be 
nowhere. 

I often reflect on these years with young children, full-time work, studies, devotional service 
and my sādhana, and I wish I could offer you more. Thank you for being patient with me 
through these busy years of family life. Your kindness and interest in my music touches my 
heart deeply. Please know, not a day goes by that I do not listen to your instruction, either 
through your lectures, one of your books, a quote, or your music. You are always guiding me 
in all aspects of my life. 

I found out this week that you will be coming to Australia, and I felt a sense of relief that I will 
once again be in your association. Wherever you are, I wish to be with you, following your lead 
and walking in your footsteps. I often think of the time David, and I spent with you in Māyāpur. 
It was one of the happiest times of my life. I am so blessed to be your disciple. Thank you for 
looking after me so well. 

I pray to Kṛṣṇa; you continue in good health and happiness.

Hare Kṛṣṇa and Happy Birthday!!

Anandamayi Devi Dasi
Sydney, Australia



AUSTRALIA

50

DAVID
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Thank you so much for your inspiration and leadership in humility in these difficult times. Your 
influence on my spiritual journey from listening to your daily lectures and your thoughtful 
lectures on ‘Spiritual Bypassing’ which really resonated with me and helped me to rethink my 
understanding of my Bhakti sādhana practice. 

With Kṛṣṇa’s mercy hopefully sometime this year you can have the opportunity to visit Australia 
and so we can get your blessing and wisdom from your personal association. Anadamayi Devi 
Dasi and I are also very much looking forward to a retreat with you again to one of the holy 
places in India.

I am so fortunate as an aspiring devotee to have found you as my Dīkṣā Guru, to align my 
mind and heart by your humble example of teaching devotional service. I hope with your 
guidance and my determination I can continue to follow your instructions and improve on 
my bhakti sādhana.

Happy appearance day! May you continue growing strong in your health to spread the 
wisdom of Kṛṣṇa Consciousness.

Hare Kṛṣṇa.

Your servant,

David J
Sydney, Australia
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KRUTI
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

It has been a few years since having yours and Jahnava Mataji’s personal association and I 
sincerely pray that this does not go on much longer. 

Your association and teachings imbibe me and everyone you reach with increased faith, 
sincerity, integrity and motivation to be a better devotee in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. You set the 
standard high for not only your disciples but for the entire movement and show us the way 
to achieve gradual advancement. 

As a new parent, I have an expanded respect for all mothers and fathers, including spiritual 
fathers who take on the huge responsibility to guide their disciples and followers towards 
Kṛṣṇa. Thank you for being the guiding light in my life and for your pivotal work in pushing 
our movement to more deeply understand and take responsibility for the nature of our mind, 
relationships and the key to advancement – better chanting. 

Your servant,

Kruti
Melbourne, Australia
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LAURA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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To my dear Gurudeva His Grace Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet, which I hold very dear to my 
heart. 

They say that the Guru represents Lord Nityananda’s mercy.

The second time I had the good fortune of being in your association, you led us on a pilgrimage 
to Ekachakra Dham, the birthplace of Lord Nityananda. I had the desire to visit there very 
much, but I did not know how I would get there. By Nitai’s mercy, you took us there. 

I knew once I had come to one of your lectures and had your association, that I would be very 
pleased to have you as my Guru. I am very joyful and grateful that now, by the Lord’s mercy, 
you are my Guru. Thank you so much for accepting me. 

Your support, teachings and example constantly strengthen my love and attachment to the 
lotus feet of Kṛṣṇa. I have firm faith that if I follow your guidance, and instruction I will no 
doubt end up delivered to the Lotus Feet of the Lord. 

Your association and instruction is my greatest gift along with this wonderful process of 
Bhakti yoga, delivered to us by the causeless mercy of Lord Nityananda’s representative, our 
Jagadguru Śrīla Prabhupāda. I do believe that Śrīla Prabhupāda must be so very pleased with 
your constant and sincere service unto him, in helping Prabhupāda to fulfill his service unto 
his spiritual master, and Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s glorious movement. 

Everything you do, you do for Śrīla Prabhupāda, Kṛṣṇa, and the devotees. Because of this, you 
are so dear to the devotees, and to me, and everything I do, I want to do for you too. Like 
chanting my Jāpā. Every day I see you holding your Jāpā bag and pointing at me telling me 
that I better chant good rounds haha…

It is my heart’s desire to help you in your service unto Śrīla Prabhupāda, although I am an 
insignificant servant, simply aspiring to become a devotee, I hope that I can serve you very 
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nicely and make a good contribution to Śrīla Prabhupāda’s movement. I am certain that with 
your guidance I will be able to serve Śrīla Prabhupāda nicely and thus make my life successful. 

Thank you Guru Mahārāj. 

All glories to your service!
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!
All glories to Nityananda and Gauranga!

Your servant,

Laura
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MITHIL CHAWLA
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj, 

Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to you on this 
auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā. 

I cannot express how blessed I am to have you as my guru. After wandering around here and 
there like a fool, Lord Kṛṣṇa showered his causeless mercy upon a fallen soul like me and I got 
your guidance in my spiritual life. If it was not your causeless mercy and compassion, I would 
still be drowning in the ocean of doubt and ignorance. 

Your lectures and videos have taught me a lot and have cleared many of my doubts. I am 
indebted to you forever. 
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With the mercy of you and Lord Kṛṣṇa, I am hopeful the day will arrive very soon in my life 
where I will be able to take initiation from you. Hare Kṛṣṇa.

Your servant, 

Mithil Chawla
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NICHOLAS
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Dearest Gurudev,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

What a whirlwind of a year it has been since my last offering. You have graciously accepted me 
as your aspiring disciple, you have inspired me through my first sankirtan tour and through 
your classes reminded me to keep Kṛṣṇa in the center and don’t take myself too seriously in 
the process.

Thank you for always refocusing my Bhakti lense, bringing humor into places that need 
brightening up but also never lessening the need for strict adherence to Prabhupāda and 
his teachings. You have inspired me to go deeper in my studies of Prabhupāda’s books and 
his stories which will give me the fire to keep serving you as best as I can, whether through 
Mantra Project here at New Govardhana or using your language to inspire others in their own 
lives and I look forward to cooking for you when you finally get over here to the farm.

Thank you for your caution and encouragement in changing into saffron cloth, whilst it is 
scary your words of encouragement settle me and urge me to continue with authenticity and 
determination.

I am so grateful and excited to continue serving you and Prabhupāda’s mission for the rest of 
this life (and more, if that’s what it takes)

Thank you Śrīla Gurudeva.

Your aspiring servant,

Nicholas
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SUNDARI RADHA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Gurudev,

Hare Kṛṣṇa! Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories 
to your service! 

Wishing you a very happy Vyāsa-pūjā! 

You perfectly demonstrate such love and devotion in serving your spiritual master Śrīla 
Prabhupāda‘s vision and mission. No matter what has been going on in this world that may 
have caused some limitations in preaching, it appeared to me that despite these challenges of 
a global pandemic you were more inspired than ever. You adjusted to do everything possible 
to continue serving the devotees and your spiritual master in ever-fresh, exciting ways. You 
never stop, always coming up with creative ways to continue to serve no matter what. 

Your mood is so personal, attentive, and caring. One thing I have heard on repeat when 
speaking with many devotees in all different parts of the world, was that they had spoken 
to you recently and how supportive and caring you are to them. This personal care and 
attentiveness you give is a gift to all of those fortunate enough to connect with you. I try to 
remember this in my heart and my life. I imagine you standing next to me and I think to myself 
how would my Gurudev behave at this moment, or what would be pleasing to Gurudev as 
a way to correct my poor behavior. You are a perfect example of the deepest compassion, I 
pray that one day I can embody just one drop of the compassion and patience you have when 
serving others. 

When I had Covid at the end of last year I felt the experience of what it maybe might feel like 
to be very old in my body, to not be able to breath (to chant) or take a few basic steps without 
having to stop to catch my breath, the fatigue was excruciating. This lasted for weeks and I 
recall thinking (which I later admitted to you) that I should take Jāpā more seriously, and that 
one day maybe I will be unable to chant the holy names. Feeling unqualified within myself 
that even with all of your sincere efforts, example, and mercy I still take the holy name for 
granted. I am still inattentive, turning away from Kṛṣṇa or ignoring him. 
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Gurudev you have patiently and sincerely taught us time after time that chanting our sixteen 
rounds is our ticket back to Kṛṣṇa. I make so many offenses even though you have been perfect 
in your teachings on how not to commit offenses with endless classes, workshops on Jāpā. 
Why can’t I understand that it has to be corrected, what will it take to stop? Your example in 
your classes and workshops has also taught me that the instructions of the spiritual master 
are the life and soul of the disciple. Yet, I still take you for granted and the holy name. 

I am sometimes impatient with dealing with my god siblings in service. Which is not following 
your mood at all. Year after year with the deepest compassion I have ever experienced you are 
so patient with me and all of my shortcomings especially when it comes to service. I pray that 
I can embody one drop of your patience when given the mercy to do service so that I don‘t 
take this for granted and see it as mundane. Your example is always fresh, always enthusiastic, 
and often so hilarious. 

I have become upset or even offended when other devotees don‘t turn up to sessions with 
me that they request, feeling like my time is so precious that I have later turned them away 
from impatience and frustration that they don‘t value my time like I am someone special 
when I‘m not. Yet, how many times have I turned away from you when in difficulty, again 
I pray that one day I can embody the patience and compassion you demonstrate to all of 
those that have the good fortune to be in your presence and experience the level of love and 
commitment to continue to serve, have patience and not give up. 

You are so hilarious and down to earth that makes you so approachable and comforting. We 
know we can turn to you about anything, knowing we will always be accepted and loved and 
given perfect instruction to be able to progress. 

Your courses are incredible, the way you can get to the root of why devotees suffer and how 
to help them deal with their challenges. Really on all levels, you are a perfect example of 
meeting people where they are at to truly help them progress in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. 

You have thought so deeply about how to best preach to people and created projects like 
the Mantra Project. This project is a clear demonstration of the level of thoughtfulness and 
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experience that‘s so deeply seated in compassion and connecting with individuals in a way 
they feel loved and cared for and attracted. The project is a reflection of you. 

I see such beauty and devotion in my god siblings which is a reflection of them following your 
instruction, I feel you through them, inspiring and leading me to do better. 

I am praying that someday I will be able to follow your instructions and example. Then by your 
mercy, Kṛṣṇa will then awaken in my heart and I can become useful to you and your mission. 

Thank you for never giving up on me. 

Your aspiring servant,

Sundari Radha Devi Dasi



AUSTRALIA

65

YOLANDA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā. This is my first Vyāsa-pūjā and I 
humbly thank you for accepting me as an aspiring disciple.

Although I live on the other side of the world, over some 9,000 miles away from you I still feel a 
closeness and a connection at all times with you. I listen intently to your spiritual teachings via 
YouTube and Instagram. While preaching, you shine with enthusiasm, heart-warming humor 
and the deepest devotion. Your lectures have always been a treasured source of shelter, 
challenging my materialistic conceptions and inspiring me to become Kṛṣṇa conscious and 
my Bhakti path.

Thank you for giving me the association of devotees and the opportunity to engage in 
devotional service. Please allow me to always take shelter of your lotus feet.

Your servant,

Yolanda Komoll
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BADER SOMA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudeva!

Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances. JayaPrabhupāda!

Thank you so much for offering all your knowledge and realizations in your books, articles, 
lectures, and for sharing so many lectures on Soundcloud. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to help you serve ŚrīlaPrabhupāda. Thank you for taking the time to speak 
to me. Thank you for inspiring me. Thank you for supporting my projects. Thank you for 
understanding me. Thank you for helping all of us become more Kṛṣṇa conscious.

Your servant,

Bader Soma
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MADHURYA LILA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj!

Please accept my humble obeisances to your lotus feet!
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

On this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā, I wish to praise you and express my gratitude and 
appreciation to you, which have no bounds. Your activities in Kṛṣṇaconsciousness are like an 
ocean of grace from which we, your disciples, draw knowledge and inspiration to serve Kṛṣṇa!
In the Temple of your heart, you have carefully sheltered all your disciples, including me. 
Gurudeva, you are the embodiment of compassion, purity and knowledge of devotional 
service. Your guidance has given my life purpose and now I follow you. 

Whatever is unfavorable leaves a disciple‘s life and everything favorable comes only by the 
grace of a pure devotee, by your grace, Gurudeva. By your grace, I am beginning to understand 
what it means to act in the spirit of Śrīla Prabhupāda and to see the world and events through 
the eyes of the Holy Scriptures.

It is my good fortune and my deepest desire to serve you, to listen to your lectures, to follow 
your mission, to try to understand your heart. If a negligent and unwise disciple like me 
can wish you anything on the Day of your appearance, I wish you endless health, siddhis, 
paramparā blessings, good disciples, and glory in all three worlds! I wish you a long and 
fruitful life in the service of Kṛṣṇa! 

Inspiring people to devote themselves to Kṛṣṇa is the best service, and that is what you have 
dedicated your life to. 

I offer innumerable obeisances at your lotus feet; they are my only refuge.

Your eternal servant,

Madhurya Lila Devi Dasi
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ALDO
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Beloved Gurudeva, all glories to our beloved Acarya, who gave his life for the mission of Śrī 
Caitanya, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda.

Gurudeva, I always pray to love you in a pure way, and in one circumstance, Kṛṣṇa showed me 
the incredible love that you have in your heart, when I begged Kṛṣṇa to make me understand 
you more, to be closer to you.

Blessed are those who can see your heart radiant and full of the pleasure of love, sheltered 
in the purity of our beloved Lady Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī, an unconditional love for Kṛṣṇa and our 
brothers, which is seen in each of your sacrificial acts, as day to day without losing enthusiasm, 
preach with love and always praying that we understand and get closer to Kṛṣṇa. Beloved 
Master, I love you with all my heart, and I am determined to give you my life as an offering, 
even if it is like a grain of rice among so many ladus, something simple, but it goes with all my 
love.

My heart from just remembering your smile, takes strength and moves on... .. I promise you, 
that my life is yours, although I have not yet reached that destination, I have already taken the 
train that will take me to my life, to the only objective that has to be delivered into your arms.

Giving you my life in acts of sacrifice is what I wear as a badge, my flag. Expanding your 
preaching is my banner, the preaching of our beloved ĀcāryaSrila Prabhupāda, the most 
beautiful preaching that the soul can hear…. love for Kṛṣṇa…. love for God.

Thank you for fighting tirelessly, day by day, to give us to Kṛṣṇa. In your Jāpā sessions you 
give us Kṛṣṇa as the Holy Names, in your classes you give us Kṛṣṇa as knowledge, and in your 
deepest prayers of love, you give us your own heart, beloved Master, asking for Kṛṣṇa to 
accept us. We are very lucky to have you in our lives... 

Thanks to you, to your prayers, to your classes, to the responses to each email, to your patience, 
to your love and to always encouraging me to the maximum goal, I have left the drug aside, 
and I sing my 16 rounds, the most sacred and priceless I have.
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I will never be able to repay you, but day by day, I offer you my heart in a small chest every 
time I chant my precious rounds of Jāpā.

Your servant, who loves you with all my heart,

Aldo
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DANIELA
Well-wisher

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Mahatma Prabhu, 

I lack words to thank you for the beautiful service you provide us with your presence, it is a 
privilege to be able to listen to your classes and follow your teachings. 

Thank you very much for the dedication, for the unconditional love that you give to each of 
your disciples, aspirants and well-wishers.

Thank you for bringing us closer to Kṛṣṇa.

Daniela Quezada
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DIANA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudev, please accept my humblest obeisances,

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Dear Gurudev, I would like to be qualified to address you and express all that a teacher means 
in one‘s life, and really understand the importance of having such eternal guidance. I feel 
very happy that Kṛṣṇa has given me this mercy through your pure devotee so that I can learn 
from you with your teachings, example and instructions. I am very shy, but today I want to 
express to you how much you mean to me from the day I met you and from now on when 
I see you I immediately feel happy and connected. Your smile, your look of love that he has 
towards each one of us and your care, is something very special and precious to me, care and 
protection that I did not have in the form of a father for a long time. I will never have words to 
express my gratitude and love for your blessings and mercy, however I promise to do my best 
to carry out your instructions well and to be able to serve you seriously. I hope dear Gurudev 
that Kṛṣṇa will take very good care of you, I wish you a very happy Vyāsa-pūjā.

Lovingly and sincerely, your would-be servant

Diana Maria Idrobo
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FRANCISCA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātmā-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Guru Mahārāj,

  Please accept my humble obeisances.
All Glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Dear HG Mahātmā Prabhu: I want to thank HG Mahātmā Prabhu for accepting me as his 
disciple and being at a distance throughout the recovery process, giving support and advice.

Your servant,

Francisca Santiago
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GABRIELA
Aspiring Disciple

Dearest Guru Mahārāj, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you. All 
glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

My heart can never stop being grateful to Śrīla Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇafor your existence and 
for having the blessing of meeting you. Thank you for being my spiritual father, a loving 
being who teaches me about building respectful, healthy and compassionate interpersonal 
relationships among the inhabitants of this world.

Thank you for your understanding, your support and unconditional guidance in my spiritual 
path and in my material life in this present. For being a reliable and solid support so that, 
without being qualified, I can serve you and serve humanity.

For me, you are an example to follow and from whom I want to continue learning all my life 
to be a better servant in sharing Kṛṣṇa consciousness creating communities and groups with 
healthy relationships between people.

You have been the bridge to begin to remember my original consciousness, to find my purpose 
in this material life and as a soul, and to remember my relationship with Kṛṣṇa, and that is the 
best gift that I have been given in my entire existence in this life. So my only wish is to be able 
to be at your service all my life, despite many times I‘m afraid and I feel very unqualified.

I pray to Kṛṣṇa that you have very good health and that your preaching can reach more and 
more people. I want to use the time that you are with us very well, and when you are no 
longer in this physical body, I can keep and share your instructions with other people for the 
rest of my life.

Your eternal servant,

Gabriela
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JIVESVARI GANDHARVIKA DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Maharaja, 

Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to Prabhupāda. 

On this very special day I want to thank you for all your dedication to Prabhupāda‘s mission 
and for helping us with your inspiring classes to grow in Kṛṣṇaconsciousness, especially 
as married couples, putting Kṛṣṇa at the center of the relationship, using forgiveness and 
compassion. Prabhupāda Ky! Jay. Maharaja Mahatma Das Ky! Jay!!

Your servant,

Jivesvari Gandharvika Devi Dasi
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KAREN
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I am very grateful for you on this special day for me, thank you for helping me with your 
preaching to be a woman with better qualities, I work hard in the service of my community 
and abandoned animals, always remembering your words. I am fortunate to listen to his 
classes that keep me strong day by day. Thanks for being here and now. I feel very happy to 
be able to write here, my heart beats very strong, I feel love and gratitude that the Mercy of 
Kṛṣṇa and Rādhā put you in my path. Blessings on your Vyāsa-pūjā.

Your servant,

Karen 
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MAYAPURA CANDRA DASA
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj,

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I want to start by thanking Kṛṣṇa for having him present in my life and being able to have the 
opportunity to glorify him on this very special day of his Vyāsa-pūjā. I bow before his feet 
wishing good health, achievements and happiness.

I would love to share my achievements with the whole family, but I will only limit myself to 
thank you and appreciate being able to have a great teacher, guide, father, friend.

There are so many things that my soul and my heart feel the times that I have been able to 
meet personally in an interview or meeting. Every time I connect with you Gurudev my soul 
is filled with joy and happiness and there is so much joy, joy and happiness that I feel in those 
moments that it only sprouts like a shy smile, but full of peace and gratitude.

Thank you for all the time you spend nurturing our lives, for teaching us to be humble and 
better people. I also want to humbly thank Śrīla Prabhupāda, since without him and his 
dedication to this movement and his Guru Mahārāj, none of this would be possible.

His eternal would-be servant of his servants,

Mayapura Candra Dasa
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CHEN GUIYING
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Gurudeva, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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On your auspicious appearance day, please accept my respectful obeisances under your lotus 
feet. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to you!

Meeting Gurudeva is meeting unalloyed love. Gurudeva not only brings us teachings full of 
wisdom, but also brings us the blessings of love like an ocean . Make our hearts be full of joy 
and beauty. You let me have a new goal in life and let me know the meaning and mission of 
life. You planted a spiritual seed in my heart. For me, you are my spiritual father. I am grateful to 
you! I want to cling to the rope between us and move forward. I appreciate all the encounters..

Please accept my humble obeisances again! Hare Kṛṣṇa!

Your servant,

Chen Guiying
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DHANISHTA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dearest Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and Yourself on this 
auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā.

The Guru‘s job is to lead his disciples to the light. It is the Guru‘s responsibility to make sure 
that those in the material world no longer suffer. The Vedas instruct us to look for the guru. A 
real guru is simply elaborating what the Supreme Guru-God said in the real scriptures. Dear 
Gurudeva, thank you so much for teaching me, a fallen soul, to hear what God said. Guru 
is the representative of Kṛṣṇa, formerly the representative of Ācārya. I am a foolish disciple 
and I am always absent from your Sunday morning lectures to Chinese devotees because my 
daughter is only one year old and she needs my company a lot. But nonetheless, I was always 
meditating in my heart, and today‘s Guru class must have awakened more souls. In this way, 
there are many excellent souls on the path to the development of Kṛṣṇa Consciousness in 
China.

Taking refuge in a spiritual master for understanding the truth, asking him for advice and 
serving him in an attitude of obedience. The self-realized soul sees the truth and can therefore 
impart knowledge to you.

Dear Gurudeva, thank you for arranging two Jāpā workshops for us in the past year, which 
have benefited us a lot. Every time I chant, I always think, Kṛṣṇa, please make me qualified to 
serve you! Kṛṣṇa, please bring my heart closer to you! Kṛṣṇa, please accept me! Kṛṣṇa, please 
purify me! Kṛṣṇa, lift me up! Only by relying on the grace of the spiritual master can we obtain 
the blessings of Kṛṣṇa; without the grace of the spiritual master, we cannot walk an inch on 
the spiritual path. I should always remember you and praise you. Spiritual teacher! At your 
lotus feet, I worship you at least three times a day.

Hare Kṛṣṇa!

Your servant,

Dhanishta Devi Dasi
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LILARANI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj,

Please accept my respectful obeisances under your lotus feet!

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Many people ask how old Gurudeva is and they are surprised to learn that you are over 70 
years old. Although material energy undoubtedly works on all of us, but in you I do not 
feel old age, I feel a great soul who is always full of vitality trying to share and spread Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness every moment.

In the form of books, courses, workshops and kirtan, you use your unique talents and 
characteristics to assist your spiritual master in his mission. Your books are really a valuable 
asset. Every time I read your books, I can gain some new inspiration and it broadens me in a 
deeper and more practical way to understand Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. All your essences have 
been recorded in your books, which will become our eternal wealth.

You have been thinking about the well-being of your disciples. You have done far more for 
us than we can repay. I always feel very stupid that I can‘t understand your greatness. By 
meditating and remembering you, I feel your kindness and mercy is always around me. I 
began to think about how I can serve you with my ability and talent, just as you have done for 
Śrīla Prabhupāda all your life.

Everything depends on the mercy of Guru and Kṛṣṇa. I pray that this sentence is engraved 
into my mind and soul. I don‘t want to fall into the illusion and think that I am an independent 
existence. I want to be sheltered by Guru‘s lotus feet forever and become a tiny dust, and feel 
fully satisfied with it.

On your glorious 72nd birthday, I offer my most pious obeisances again and again. Thank 
Kṛṣṇa for sending you to save me!

Your insignificant servant,

Lilarani Devi Dasi
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QIU MEIHONG
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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 Dear Guru Mahārāj,

Please accept my humble obeisances on the auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to You.

In 2020, I felt very fortunate to take shelter under your lotus feet. You not only distributed the 
message of Kṛṣṇa, but also showed me how to live by your personal example. You have given 
me guidance in life, so that I have firm faith and determination to practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
and always strive to spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

You have generously given yourself to many lost souls to help us in our spiritual journey. I take 
this opportunity to thank you for your infinite compassion and your tireless efforts to save us. 
Through you, I have learned the important duties of this life and the meaning of life.

Your servant,

Qiu Meihong
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SITA DEVI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā 

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca 

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Guru Mahārāj, 

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to you. 

A very Happy Kṛṣṇa conscious Birthday to you! 

You are such a great soul who has the power to uplift a whole audience with a single word, 
with your smile and with your peaceful voice. 

Infinite thanks to Kṛṣṇa and you for your mercy. I beg you to please never let go of my hand. 
Please forgive me for my offenses and for not giving you the service you deserve. 

Your servant,

Sita Devi Devi Dasi
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JAGANNATHESVARI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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yasya prasādād bhagavat-prasādo 
yasyāprasādān na gatiḥ kuto ‚pi

dhyāyan stuvaṁs tasya yaśas tri-sandhyaṁ 
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.
Please accept my humble obeisances. 

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

On this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā, I want to exalt the affection and compassion that 
you bring to all, inspiring us to elevate our being, motivating us to appreciate ourselves, others 
and the world. Your sincere concern that others are okay is admirable, providing a sweet, 
clear and sensible guide for living forgiveness, living a healthy self-esteem and an attitude 
of appreciation in our lives. Thank you because with your teachings I feel that I can continue 
advancing in my spiritual practice without religious fatalism, and on the contrary they inspire 
me to commit myself to advance with enthusiasm, affection, self-compassion, patience and 
joy, because Kṛṣṇa Consciousness is the best in my life, then being the best, I want to live it 
with gratitude and joy and likewise share it with others.

I hope that my feeling of gratitude for the well-being that you provide me can really transform 
into gratitude in action that can contribute in the service of taking care of Kṛṣṇa´s devotees, 
in this way I can serve you and Śri Śri Gaura Nitāi, honoring their compassion and sweetness. 

A significant anecdote that I want to share is that the day you told me that you would grant 
me the Hari-Nāma initiation, that day in the morning I went to the beach and while I was 
playing with the waves, a very strong wave came towards me, for which broke my silver chain 
and the Nṛsiṁha Kavacha that was special to me was lost in the sea. Later that night, at the 
moment of tying the ribbon of the “Friendship Festival in Ayampe 2021-2022“ on your wrist 
and hearing from your voice that I would receive the initiation, I felt that the Kavacha had 
returned to be in my heart and not just hung around my neck.
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I beg Gaura Nitai to help me cleanse my heart by serving you, the Vaiṣṇavas and the Sankirtan 
movement of Lord Caitanya.

Thanks for your lovely shelter.

Happy appearance day. My sincere affection and gratitude!

Your servant,

Jagannathesvari Devi Dasi
Cali, Colombia
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TANJA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣthāya bhū-tale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātmā-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣthāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto Your lotus feet.

This is Your third Vyāsa-pūjā since Kṛṣṇa blessed me with Your presence in my life, and 
although in my heart I wrote you many offerings since then, this is the first one I will dare to 
put on paper.

I clearly remember how I was reading Your old Vyāsa-pūjā books last year – suddenly I 
was flooded with awe of Your wonderful disciples, their heartfelt offerings and their deep 
realizations, but even more with awe and admiration of You. I felt so ashamed of acting in 
such a familiar way towards You, when You deserved all my respect. It was a true heart surgery.
This year I have been reading the old Vyāsa-pūjā books again – but this time as Your aspiring 
dīkṣā disciple. I thought asking for Your shelter would be a formality, but nothing could have 
been further from the truth! Now I feel my reluctance and fear were like a dam that was 
stopping the flow of Your mercy, and making that step finally opened the floodgates. I truly 
feel Your mercy, care and shelter every day.

Gurudeva, thank You for being so faithful to Śrīla Prabhupāda and ISKCON.
Thank You for understanding, imbibing and sharing Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s mood.
Thank You for being such a role model in every respect.
Thank You for patiently guiding, uplifting, inspiring and empowering us and being so 
generous with Your knowledge, experience, time and energy.
Thank You for giving me a wonderful family of Godbrothers and Godsisters.

I am such a tiny, fallen, troubled soul, but by Your causeless mercy I have this wealth of lofty 
prayers:

I pray to be ever more grateful for the blessings of Your association, shelter, instruction and 
service, and never take them for granted.
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I pray that I may listen attentively to Your instructions, plant them deep in my heart, understand 
them and put them into practice.

I pray that I may faithfully and joyfully follow Your orders and understand and fulfill Your 
desires.

I pray that I may always feel a sense of urgency to become Kṛṣṇa conscious and help Śrīla 
Prabhupāda‘s mission.

I pray that I may never let myself be discouraged.

I pray that I may overcome my personal defects, inadequacy, fear and unwillingness so that I 
could be a well-tuned little tool in Your transcendental toolshed.

Please, forgive me for all my offenses.

With gratitude,
Your rascal servant,

Tanja
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ARADHYA DASA
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahātmā prabhu,

I offer my humble obeisances unto Mahātmā prabhu. He is very dear to Kṛṣṇa and Śrīla 
Prabhupāda because he is preaching very clear the Kṛṣṇa consciousness philosophy.

All glories to Mahatma prabhu. Thanks for coming to this world.

Your servant,

Aradhya Dasa
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ROSA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāja!

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā 

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

I want to wish you a happy birthday, Gurudeva, on this wonderful day!

Years ago, my devotee friend got initiated and I asked her: “How did you know when someone 
is your spiritual master?” She answered: “You will definitely know it in your heart, you will just 
know”. I took that advice seriously and kept it in a safe place.

Around two years ago I happened to find your classes through a daily quote I saw on social 
media. Without noticing months passed listening to your wonderful classes every day. And I 
remember that feeling, the moment when I noticed it, when my heart was relieved, peaceful 
and inspired. I knew that was it! There was no other way! I knew that you truly are my spiritual 
master. Kṛṣṇa had given me a special mercy to find that deep connection with a spiritual 
master that I had been looking for years. That experience is indescribable and beyond 
mundane judgements, yet crystal clear and so essential in this process of Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

Like Śrīla Prabhupāda, you preach in a way that reaches far; this mercy has allowed me to have 
this sacred relationship and the connection to the previous acaryas. That the power of your 
teachings reached that cold and dark place where I come from, both internally and externally. 
And like Śrīla Prabhupāda, you are teaching in a way that includes all, also spiritually the 
poorest, the loneliest, the most miserable, uplifting them just by your natural presence and 
your compassionate and practical teachings. Your teachings were the light in my cold winter 
days in Finland. 

What struck me was how you were talking about Śrīla Prabhupāda. How fondly you told 
stories and memories of him, how you were quoting him all the time in your classes, how 
you had observed his behavior in different situations and shared all those inspiring, loving, 
philosophically charged moments and reciprocations with everyone, just adding the 
sweetness by explaining the significance of them in your own words. You described him as 



FINLAND

105

“multi-dimensional” and “like someone who I never met before”. Woah. I feel so fortunate to 
hear these pastimes.

I was sometimes having a hard time being a devotee, and not always understanding different 
unspoken problems on that path. Your classes were like spring water to that thirst, it gave 
me so much strength, solace and empowerment. You are doing such ground-breaking and 
important service in Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s movement illuminating, supporting and helping 
devotees in a real way. Your classes on sādhana, relationships, devotee association, Jāpā, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda and so on, not to mention your workshops, are extremely influential on people. 
You have changed lives, you have saved lives.

I admire how active you are, giving so many classes that it’s sometimes hard to keep up. What 
a blissful problem! I honor how profoundly and mercifully you answer so many questions in 
your classes, and have taken your valuable time to answer so many silly questions of mine. I 
love your songs and the way you sing Rādhā-Madhava in a uniquely different way in every 
class. Your Jāpā workshop last year and our retreat with Kṛṣṇa House devotees this February 
was just revolutionary, for all of us. You opened our hearts and gave us a possibility to try to 
fix our relationship with Kṛṣṇa. You changed my spiritual live for good that weekend. 

Early last year, I would never have had any hopes to have this wonderful privilege that I have, 
due to your mercy and Kṛṣṇa’s arrangement, living so close to you in Gainesville. I pray that 
I could use this opportunity to serve you better and keep coming to your nectarean Jāpā 
walks. I wish to never forget that blissful feeling of trying to keep up with your incredible pace, 
reminding me of how devotees were amazed how fast Śrīla Prabhupāda walked. I’m hoping 
to be able to give Kṛṣṇa Consciousness to others and touch their hearts in the same personal 
way that you have touched mine. Whenever I am disturbed or in trouble, I wish to remember 
my position through this prayer that fits to me so well;

oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā
cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ
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“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my guru, my spiritual master, opened my eyes 
with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

I know that any attempt to glorify your qualities is just scratching the surface. And whatever 
service I try to do, I am unqualified and making mistakes. But I will do my best, and I will never 
stop trying to do my best. Because you inspire me, and you give me hope and realization of a 
better, Kṛṣṇa conscious version of myself.

I am begging you not to give up on me, regardless of my rascal mentality, I am grateful for 
your patience all this time. I beg for forgiveness for all the offenses that I have and might have 
done. 

Your unworthy, but happy aspiring servant, 

Rosa
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ANNAPURNA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa my infinitely Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā 

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances unto Your lotus feet. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda, all 
glories to You and all Your service.

Gurudeva, I am immensely happy, touched and grateful to be Your disciple and to have the 
chance to have Your personal association and guidance. You shine light in my life. You give 
me life and enliven my heart. You make me a better person and I see that everything I can do 
is thanks to You and Your causeless mercy and blessings. You are giving me everything; I want 
to reciprocate with You and give You everything too. Thank You from the core of my heart for 
helping me come closer to You, Prabhupāda, Rādhārāni and Kṛṣṇa and for giving me Kṛṣṇa.

Please accept this offering as an attempt to express my love and gratitude towards You 
Gurudeva.

Day after day, You make me a better person
Step after step, You bring me closer to Kṛṣṇa

Verse after verse, You awake me from ignorance
Bead after bead, You cleanse and soften my heart

Tear after tear, You deepen my surrender
How to reciprocate with Your love Gurudeva?

Hand in hand, heart to heart, You‘re taking us back to Kṛṣṇa
Heart in hand, soft and pure heart, You‘re reviving our love

Tear after tear, I pray to better serve You
Bead after bead, I cry to become sincere

Verse after verse, I connect with Prabhupāda
Step after step, I work on my anarthas
Day after day, I retake my vows to You

Gurudeva, my life is Yours, my heart is Yours
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May I always be more grateful, always be a better servant, always be a better representative 
of You and Prabhupāda, help myself and others go back home.

Thank You with all my heart my Dearmost Gurudeva.

Your dedicated servant,

Annapurna Devi Dasi
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DHARA DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahātmā Prabhu, 

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

I‘m very happy to wish you all the best for this auspicious Vyāsa-pūjā day ! I wish you a long 
life and a lot of possibilities to spread Kṛṣṇa Consciousness in your unique and beautiful way. 
Thank you for all your clear, common sense, down to earth talks, lectures and quotes. We 
need sane devotees and you help us to become that. 

Hare Kṛṣṇa, 

Your servant, 

Dhara Devi Dasi



GERMANY

111

NADINE
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,
 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and to you.

In “The Journey of Self-Discovery”, Śrīla Prabhupāda says that two things are required to enter 
spiritual life. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu enunciated that one needs the mercy of the Supreme 
Lord and the mercy of the spiritual master:

brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva
guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja

 
“In the course of traversing the universal creation of Brahmā, some fortunate soul may 
receive the seed of bhakti-latā, the creeper of devotional service. This is all by the grace 
of guru and Kṛṣṇa.” (Cc. Madhya 19.151)
 
In Germany, they say that a person who has plants and flowers growing well has a green 
thumb. Well, I‘m obviously not one of them, because my creeper of devotional service doesn‘t 
look very nice at the moment. I would even say that I neglected the creeper, as I was far too 
distracted to take proper care of it. Of course, now I could say that there is way too much 
going on in the world and that‘s why I didn‘t have time to take care of the creeper. But that 
just sounds like an excuse. The fact is that I am far from being a good servant to you, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, let alone Kṛṣṇa.
 
For better or worse, I have to admit that I have not been able to appreciate the gift of your 
grace, this opportunity to return home, to God. This is despite the fact that Śrīla Prabhupāda 
says in “The Nectar of Instruction“ that one should take this opportunity very enthusiastically. 
Because you can‘t be successful without enthusiasm. Today I have had to realize that I have 
lost my enthusiasm. But what did you once say? Be enthusiastic, even if you‘re not. I will tell 
myself this over and over again, because there is so much incredible power in these simple 
words. And I want to use this power to be able to be a better servant to you, to be able to 
support you in your service.
 
A few days ago, you wrote that it is your duty to follow the footsteps of Śrīla Prabhupāda. And 
I see it as my duty to follow your footsteps. So, I promise to finally get moving and do my best 
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to assist you in your duty. I have nothing else to offer – all I can do is give my best every single 
day of my life.
 
I am deeply grateful for all you do. For being so merciful and accepting me as your disciple. For 
not giving up on me, even though I am far from being a good disciple. Without you and your 
instructions and words, my time here on earth would be completely worthless. Therefore, a 
thousand thanks again for everything.
 

Your aspiring servant,

Nadine
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ANARPITA KARUNA DEVI DASI
Well-wisher

Hare Kṛṣṇa Prabhu,

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to Guru and Gauranga.

A very happy Vyāsa-pūjā to you.

Though I am totally unqualified to glorify you, I am trying to do so for your pleasure and my 
purification. Please accept and bless me for my spiritual advancement in the form of service 
to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

You have been a source of inspiration and guidance to me in my spiritual journey. Your 
knowledge and teachings are so in depth that they can draw out the best in a person. You 
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are a true teacher. Your Jāpā Seminars are amazingly transforming. The way you touch every 
individual in these seminars is totally mesmerising. Once in your class, I just want the class to 
continue till eternity, it is so nourishing. 

I have had the good fortune to get your association (in person) only once or twice, but that 
has had lasting impressions on my mind. Since then, I have been hearing your lectures and 
quotes a lot.

When we join any institution our desire is to grow there, but that is only possible if we get 
the right nourishment. In ISKCON, the first nourishment is received by our most beloved Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. His books and lectures are our torchlight and carrying that tradition forword are 
His disciples, with deep understanding and caring. I can almost see a reflection of Him in all 
His disciples. In all your words and actions, you are a true disciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda.

ISKCON is my real home and all my relations are here with the devotees, and this is all due to 
surrendered souls like yourself who work selflessly to propagate Kṛṣṇa Consciousness to all 
irrespective of their qualification. I am very fortunate to be able to get your association and 
blessings. I do wish to be able to serve Śrīla Prabhupāda and ISKCON in any way He wants. 
But I am a very small person, having no qualifications. Thus, I am begging for your causeless 
mercy, to help me, bless me, to grow to serve. 

I am actually a fool, but please accept this heartfelt offering on your Vyāsa-pūjā, not considering 
my foolishness, be kind to consider the sentiments and bless me so that I may also be of some 
use in the service of Śrīla Prabhupāda.

A very happy Kṛṣṇa conscious birthday to you.

In service,

Anarpita Karuna Devi Dasi
Faridabad
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BARSANA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣthāya bhū-tale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātmā-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣthāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your Lotus Feet.

Millions of times, I am very grateful that you have accepted.me as your disciple. Without Guru, 
it is not possible to do devotional service because I was born in ignorance and darkness and 
by your mercy you have shown me the path and given me the real purpose of human life. 

Gurudeva, you are very humble and determined. Being your disciple, I feel very proud. By 
your blessing to cross over this material life I feel it is easy because of you. Guru Mahārāj it is 
not possible for me to glorify you, but in spite of that I am trying to follow your instructions.

Hare Kṛṣṇa, dandavat pranams, Guru Mahārāj.

Your servant,

Barsana Devi Dasi
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BHARAT BEHL
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Prabhu,

Please accept my Dandavat Pranams.

It’s a great opportunity today to glorify you on this auspicious day of your appearance, just 
like there is a kirtan “Yadi Gaura na hoito”, similarly there is “Yadi Prabhupāda na hoito”. For 
me it‘s “Yadi Mahātmā Prabhu ji na hoito tabhi ki hoito” Mera kya hota‘? (What would be my 
condition?) Definitely it would have been very miserable, I would have left devotional service.

It was the time of 1st Lockdown, I got connected to you by hearing your short lecture videos 
and emailed you. Each and every one of your replies on email was so personal and heart 
touching. Just in a few emails, you were able to detect what issues I was going through. 
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You are so loving and caring that is clearly visible specifically in the content of your lectures.

I have never met you personally, yet the relationship seems to be very deep. You give your 
valuable time to a insignificant soul like me, that’s your mercy as Śrīla Prabhupāda was merciful 
to all the westerners, the same mercy is travelling through you.

Your dedication, hard work, specifically dealing with the psychological aspect in devotional 
life that is rarely touched or sensed by many devotees in ISKCON, what makes me respect you 
furthermore.

I had taken the MSP Course from you. You were so personal in taking into consideration my 
monetary aspect in paying the amount. Spiritual Bypassing is one of the topics of 11 lecture 
series that really touched my heart, it’s a life long project to understand it. 

The more I hear from you, The more I feel inspired by your compassion and desire to help 
others in the aspect you helped me. You are an inspiration as an Ideal Devotee, Ideal Disciple. 

Kindly shower your blessings so that I could serve you, Guru Mahārāj and Śrīla Prabhupāda 
throughout my life. Although I have been taking śikṣā from you for the last 2.5 years, kindly 
accept me as your Śikṣā Disciple officially.

Eagerly waiting to serve you personally. Hope to meet you soon in India.

Your insignificant servant, 

Bharat Behl
ISKCON Kurukshetra
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DINANATHA DASA 

& MANJARI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā 

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣthāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudev,
Jai Śrīla Prabhupāda!

On this auspicious day of your appearance, Please accept our humble obeisances at Your 
Lotus Feet.

Wish you a very blessed and happy appearance day ! On the day of Your Vyāsa-pūjā, we pray 
to Lord Kṛṣṇa and Rādhārāni for your long and healthy life and that all your projects, retreats, 
seminars may be extremely successful so that fallen souls like us can benefit from them. 

In SB 12.3.51, it is mentioned:

kaler doṣa-nidhe rājann asti hy eko mahān guṇaḥ
kīrtanād eva kṛṣṇasya mukta-saṅgaḥ paraṁ vrajet

“My dear King, although Kali-yuga is an ocean of faults, there is still one good quality 
about this age: Simply by chanting the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra, one can become free 
from material bondage and be promoted to the transcendental kingdom.“

To help us improve our Jāpā, you have tirelessly conducted so many online Jāpā workshops 
during the past year, wherein thousands of devotees have participated and it also gave us an 
opportunity to participate, serve, learn and take some steps to improve our Jāpā. 

As Lord Caitanya has mentioned – Guru Kṛṣṇa prasade paye bhakti lata bija – by the mercy of 
Kṛṣṇa and Guru one can get the seed of devotional service. We consider ourselves extremely 
fortunate that though we are so undeserving; by the mercy of Kṛṣṇa we have you as our Guru. 

We are no one without your mercy. We thank you for always being there for us, guiding us. 
Though we are so irregular in submitting sādhana reports, you always respond and reply so 
promptly, in spite of your busy schedule. It is only by your mercy that we can hope to make 
some progress on the path of Kṛṣṇa consciousness and engage ourselves in some services. 
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Gurudev, We are not at all qualified to honour and glorify You. In case we have committed any 
offences we beg Your forgiveness. We pray that we may be able to better our services to You 
and Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mission.

With gratitude
Your most insignificant and unworthy servants,

Dinanatha Dasa 
& Manjari Devi Dasi

Chennai, India
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GURUNISTHA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Ever Dearest and Precious Guru Mahārāj,
 
Hare Kṛṣṇa. 

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and your ever merciful 
and forgiving grace – ācāryavān puruṣo veda. 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Wish you a very very Happy and Auspicious Birthday Guru Mahārāj. Thank you for being born 
in this world to save all of us.

Guru Mahārāj since I have started thinking of writing this offering, the words “tataḥ kim” 
keep repeating in my head over and over again. I realize more and more the importance of 
surrendering to your instructions. You have always shown us the real meaning of surrender. 
Your love for Śrīla Prabhupāda has been a guideline for us. You are the personification of 
these verses:

1. One‘s vesture may be superb, one‘s consort likewise, one‘s reputation resplendent and 
renowned, and one‘s riches like unto Mount Meru; but if one‘s mind is not centred upon 
the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?

2. Wife, wealth, sons, grandsons and all such; home and kindred; the host of all these things 
may be there; but if one‘s mind is not centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, 
what then, what then?

3. The Vedas with their six limbs and the knowledge of all sciences may be on one‘s lips; one 
may possess the poetic gift and may compose fine prose and poetry; but if one‘s mind is 
not centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?

4. I am honoured in other lands and I am prosperous in my homeland; in the paths of 
righteous conduct there is none who surpasses me; thus one may think; but if one‘s mind 
is not centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?

5. One may be constantly extolled and one‘s presence highly honoured by hosts of emperors 
and rulers of this world; but if one‘s mind is not centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, 
what then, what then, what then?

6. My reputation has travelled in all directions through my philanthropy and prowess; all 
the things of this world are in my hands as rewards for my virtues; but if one‘s mind is not 
centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?
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7. Consciousness cannot be confined to enjoyment or to yoga, nor indeed to multitudes of 
steeds, neither to the face of the beloved nor to riches; yet if one‘s mind is not centred 
upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?

8. My mind does not dwell upon the forest nor even upon my home, nor in what is to be 
accomplished, not upon the body, nor upon what is auspicious; yet if one‘s mind is not 
centred upon the lotus feet of the Guru, what then, what then, what then?

9. Whoever, hallowed by holy merit, ponders the above octad extolling the Guru, whose 
mind is centred upon the words of the Guru, whether such a person be an ascetic, 
sovereign, student or householder, attains the desired goal, the consummation of union 
with brahman. 

Thank you for teaching us the difference between part of life and life itself.

Guru Mahārāj, since you found me I saw that you are such an ardent reader of all of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s books. I remember when you used to give classes on Krsna.com, you would 
know and recommend a book to all of us. I would write down their names, in hope of someday 
reading them. You made me realize that unless one reads, one cannot have intelligent 
questions to ask (which is why I never had any questions). After a decade of my ignorance, 
sometime towards the end of 2021 I started reading finally. It made me THINK (for the first 
time I felt). Embarrassingly, I have been lagging behind in my reading of Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
for the past 3 weeks. Old habits and giving into situations again became a reality for me. I pray 
that by the time you read this offering I would be back on track, with your mercy.

Guru Mahārāj, I beg you to bless me with your mercy so that I may become a worthy servant 
who always stays surrendered to your divine grace. 

You have time and again given me so many life lines, whenever I wavered you were there. Even 
though you are so busy, you always know when I am in trouble or causing trouble. Somehow 
you always magically know and ask me about it. 

Your recent visit to India and all the events that transpired have been a testament to how 
one‘s Guru takes his disciples‘ karma. I can’t imagine the love and affection one can feel for 
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someone to take their karma. It makes me more aware of my actions or inactions for that 
matter. I will put more and more awareness in keeping my karma straight.

Please don‘t give up on me. Let me remain your fool. That is my only qualification.
Having a saviour like you in life is really something!!! It is your and Prabhupāda’s mercy 
manifestation.

Guru Mahārāj, I promise to keep trying to be better in service and Sādhanā.
Thank you for being my life guard, Guru Mahārāj.

Your ever grateful servant,

Gurunistha Devi Dasi
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KAMAL VINAIK
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Guru Mahārāj,

My humble obeisances to Guru Mahārāj‘s feet. 

This is a great opportunity to share my feelings as a mark of respect for him for giving to the 
world most valuable gift of understanding Kṛṣṇa conscious philosophy as per the desire of 
His Guru Bhaktivedānta Swāmi Śrīla Prabhupāda. Though I came in contact with his teachings 
only recently, the truth is I have got so much impacted by his lectures and especially his book 
‘Living the Wisdom of Bhakti’.

I have been associated with Iskcon and Prabhupāda literature from last 15yrs but the gap 
between knowing it and realizing it always remained.I must admit that Guru Mahārāj has a 
miraculous ability which compels you to realize what you know, as stated in his own words 

“Living the wisdom of Bhakti“. Listening to him always makes you feel in the presence of 
Prabhupāda.

Guru Mahārāj has revealed many secrets for advancing on the path of devotional service.For 
instance, he says it‘s important to be happy while practicing Kṛṣṇa Consciousness therefore 
artificially suppressing your feelings and pretending to be advanced transcendentally will 
always disturb you therefore its very important to address your human problems alongside 
your sādhana. Similar revolutionary ideas like the importance of envisioning the kind of 
devotee you want to become and adjusting your spiritual thermostat accordingly will result 
in what you shall achieve. 

These and many other realizations which I received through my recent association with Guru 
Mahārāj are as good as a miracle. I could never think of such realizations without his contact. 
His way of preaching is very realistic, self involving makes you own up responsibilities in 
correcting yourself instead of depending on your sādhana itself. 

How easy it is to connect with him and how promptly he replies to your queries are some of 
the exceptional qualities he possesses, it‘s like the traditional guru disciple relationship.One 
can feel his compassion in His lectures, answers, slogans and books. Last but not least, surely I 
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can say that there is a divine power working through him, for one who is fortunate can realize 
it. 

Hare Kṛṣṇa,

Your servant,

Kamal Vinaik
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KAVYASHREE
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my dandavat pranams.

After attending your Jāpā session, I realised the importance of chanting quality Jāpā.
I am trying my best to practice the techniques taught by you and it is helping me a lot.
Even your YouTube videos help me a lot. 

Thank you for all the guidance.

Your servant,

Kavyashree HP
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KRSNAKANTA GOPALINI DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

Please accept my humble obeisances .
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to Śri Guru and Gauranga.

I can’t believe that one year has already passed. Even without going out much, a lot of things 
have happened in my life within this past year. Some good changes, some not so much, but I 
have firm faith that everything is going according to Kṛṣṇa’s plans towards the ultimate goal 
to lead me closer to you and to Kṛṣṇa. 
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I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for engaging me in service. Thank you 
for your kindness and unlimited mercy and compassion. I wish I was more qualified and to 
actually deserve it. Thank you for encouraging me to pursue my dreams, to improve myself, 
to be compassionate, to learn how to forgive, how to love and how to live. 

Your servant,

Krsnakanta Gopalini Devi Dasi
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MADHAV
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahātmā prabhu,

Please accept my Dandavat pranams. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

My name is Madhav Tripathi from New Delhi.

My first experience with your profound teachings was in April 2021 when you started your 
online Jāpā Retreats and since then I‘ve been really inspired by your style of teaching and thus 
have attended all your Jāpā retreats after that and also try to attend as many classes as possible. 
Your teachings are really helpful in providing practical insights on Kṛṣṇa consciousness and 
how it can be applied on a day to day basis. 
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Your emphasis on getting deep into the practices while at the same time remaining practical 
and independently thoughtful is really profound and I really love to hear from you on these 
topics.

Along with that, I really appreciate your quick replies to various emails which I‘ve sent to 
clarify my doubts and problems. In spite of being so busy, you always find time to reply 
individually to everyone, that‘s so much like Śrīla Prabhupāda. Your surrender to the mission 
of Śrīla Prabhupāda is very inspiring and contagious and I pray to Kṛṣṇa that I keep getting 
your guidance as much as possible!

Hare Kṛṣṇa and Dandavat pranams.

Your insignificant servant, 

Madhav
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NIDHI
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine lotus feet 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda
All glories to you!

Happy Vyāsa-pūjā dear Gurudeva. This offering is just a very feeble and humble attempt to 
express my deep feelings of gratitude to you and to glorify you. But the truth is that this 
offering doesn’t even equal a fragment of your widespread glories and valor. You have not 
just fought your own war against Maya, but you are my commander-in-chief in my war against 
her. How can I ever thank you enough, oh my dearest Guru Mahārāj?

Sa Mahātmā su durlabhaḥ 

Lost in the pages of life 
I stood alone and lonely 

Begging for mercy and love 
You came by and showed me love 
I feel so fortunate to have met you
Your association is as pure as gold

You lift me up when I‘m low 
You bless me when I fail

You guide me when I‘m lost 
You appreciate me when I do good

Your vani is heartening 
Your compassion is heartwarming 

Your attention to detail is heart touching
All that you do for us is so heartfelt

On this day, I take the chance to say thank you to YOU a billion times Gurudeva and that‘s still 
not enough. 



INDIA

137

Thank You Gurudeva 
For all that you do for us
For all the love and warmth 
For all the attention and care 
For doing so much for us
For being so warm and caring to us 
For being Śrīla Prabhupāda’s moon in our lives
For being the sparkle in our lives
And most importantly, for accepting me and guiding me always

Dear Guru Mahārāj, I feel deep gratitude for you, but I know that it isn‘t enough when I think 
of all that you have really done for me. You have not just made me a better person in this life 
and given me an opportunity to serve you and the Lord- but you have eternally blessed me so 
that I can carry out this service here – and in the spiritual world, just by being with me. 

I‘m immensely grateful to you for these wonderful opportunities that you have given us to 
associate with you in your classes on Zoom and to chant with you on Facebook. And again, I 
fall short on words to describe your merciful nature because of my minute vocabulary but I 
request you to please accept my deepest gratitude and reverence for you dear Guru Mahārāj! 

If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made of. If you are not 
merciful unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to maintain my life.

Your eternal servant,

Nidhi
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POOJA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

The little time spent with you
Brings joy 

And sorrows are few
Which helps to understand, world so new
You make us understand what to ignore 

And what not to
Because Kṛṣṇa is our priority 

And who else can make us come to terms with this too
The simplicity in you

Makes us believe in each of things that you do
Śrīla Prabhupāda lives in you

And you teach us the way, he would have to do
Even if a cent of yours 
Can be imbibed by us

I am sure, we would have done lots more for you

Hare Kṛṣṇa.

Your servant,

Pooja
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RAJ
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda

My name is Raj Sekhar and I am very inspired by your lectures, short clips and videos.

I am from ISKCON Bangalore, and have attended most of your lectures when you came to our 
temple when I was there.

It‘s also a great fortune that a person like me is getting to serve you by glorifying you although 
I am not qualified. You are very enthusiastic in serving His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda. Not 
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only me, but the entire universe receives the results of your Bhakti and bhajan. Even though 
people like me are stuck in the claws of maya and think oneself happy and are not interested 
in Kṛṣṇa consciousness, your Bhakti and bhajan and surrender to your spiritual master is 
greatly affecting us by saving us again. Therefore, I request you to please continue to have 
mercy upon all of us. 

Trying to be your humble servant,

Raj Sekhar
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RATIKELI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

My Dear Gurudeva, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā 
cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All glories to you. 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, blinded 
by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge. 

It was a cold winter of 2019 in Māyāpur when you mercifully took us to a Jāpā walk with 
you. First, we went to the Goshala to pet and hug the cows and you said that if we wish to 
be mentally healthy, we should do this every day or at least when we are down. I remember 
looking at the cows and admiring the natural way they surrendered to your love and affection. 
Then, we went to the Jalangi and on the way back to the campus, you suddenly stopped and 
lovingly looked at the TOVP. You said that the Temple Of the Vedic Planetarium is a symbol of 
the cooperation of the ISKCON devotees. And I felt proud to be a part of ISKCON and honored 
to be your disciple. 

Later I heard you saying that Śrīla Prabhupāda had made ISKCON a house where all of the 
world can come and live. You talked about the different rooms within this house. So, for me, 
Gurudeva, your room is my only shelter. Your room is full of acceptance, love and compassion. 
It is full of joy, laughter and all kinds of interesting stories. It is packed with your experience 
and profound realizations. And whoever steps in, can easily experience your deep love and 
dedication to Śrīla Prabhupāda. I feel very fortunate to be in this beautiful room, to meet you 
and to be able to learn from you. And there is so much to learn from you, Gurudeva, in every 
aspect of life. You always introduce a unique and high way of thinking and you always give 
me the inspiration to be more Kṛṣṇa conscious. 

Last year, in your Vyāsa-pūjā, you wrote that, “Disciples should understand their position; they 
are nothing without the grace of their guru“. You saved me Gurudeva, by turning on the light 
of knowledge in my life. You saved me from my conditioning, traumas and false beliefs. 
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Thank you for being such an authentic model for me. Thank you for your beautiful, heart 
touching letters. Thank you for helping me to connect with myself, with others and with 
Kṛṣṇa and thank you for believing in me. I will be forever grateful for that. 

I pray that I will be able to follow your example. Please always keep me in the shelter of your 
lotus feet. 

Your daughter, 

Ratikeli Devi Dasi
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RONIT
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda

I was struggling with my Jāpā but when I saw your Jāpā retreat videos on YouTube and after 
attending that retreat; I have improved a lot so I wanted to thank you Prabhu for your unlimited 
mercy and your ways of encouragement and the way you give answers to our questions is so 
nice.

Your servant,

Ronit
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SAKSHI
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and to you! 

Dear Mahārāj, 

I wish you a very happy Kṛṣṇa conscious appearance day! On your special day, and a day that 
is indeed very auspicious for all, I humbly pray to Śri Śri Rādhā Shyamsundar to always protect 
you and to give me an opportunity to serve you with a pure heart, mind and soul. 
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I am truly fortunate to have found your videos and lectures on YouTube that helped me get 
through my hardest times. I had no clue that they would impact me the way they did- and 
more than me, how they would impact the people I introduced them to. My sister got so 
inspired by you and wrote to you and you graciously accepted her as a disciple. How you 
mercifully guide her through everything is so touching. Mahārāj, we are truly indebted to you 
for everything that you have done for us. My sister and I bond only over your glories when 
we‘re going through a hard time, and to glorify you is such a sweet feeling. Although most 
of the time, I find myself speechless when it comes to speaking about you because you‘re a 
true Vaikuntha man (in Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s words). I love hearing about you from your sincere, 
sweet and kind disciples who carry the same qualities as you do.

Mahārāj, the way you kindly responded to my emails without my qualifications to receive any, 
and the way you agreed to speak with me, sparing your most precious and valuable time, is 
just one tiny example of your overflowing compassion for the suffering souls. Additionally, 
you do so much for other suffering souls. You travel so much, give so many classes, talk to 
people, spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness and so much more. You‘re so full of love, compassion and 
affection for fallen souls like us- just like Śri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. You shelter even the most 
dangerous beasts at your lotus feet by taking them and by giving them the pure holy name 
that you sing in your kirtans, and you rectify rogues like Jagai and Madhai in the material 
world. You‘re a pure expansion of Śrīla Prabhupāda and Gauranga Mahaprabhu‘s mercy and 
I am so glad that we took shelter of you. Please accept my sincere gratitude at your lotus feet 
and kindly forgive my offenses and transgressions due to my deep, dark ignorance. I humbly 
seek your blessings and prayers to serve you and your disciples with a pure, selfless heart and 
to please you all. 

Please accept my most humble obeisances once again and thank you so much for your mercy 
Mahārāj. 

Your eternal, insignificant, aspiring servant, 

Sakshi
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SATYARUPA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda .
All glories to you.

I wish you a very happy Vyāsa-pūjā! 

Thank you so much Gurudeva for taking charge of my spiritual life. Thank you so much for 
helping and supporting me in innumerable ways. Thank you for keeping me under the 
soothing shelter of your lotus feet.

A few weeks back I was reflecting on how you once called for me and you gave me a service 
– to get some printouts from a shop. It’s said that the guru tests the disciple before accepting 
them, perhaps that was my test. I didn’t pass with flying colors because I couldn’t follow the 
map you drew for me to get to the shop, but I’m glad that by your mercy I could successfully 
complete that service. I guess I’m directionally challenged and disabled lol, because in spite 
of the map and all the directions you patiently and pleasantly explained a few times, I still got 
lost at some point. 

What I distinctly remember is that you had emphasized on a few landmarks; where to take the 
first turn, and to not take the main road. These do’s and don’ts are the only instructions that 
I remembered and could follow. It’s like the way that you explain Prabhupāda’s instructions 
are helping us dodge maya and avoid stepping on the landmines that she has placed for us. 

And I remember that even though I wasn’t sure if I was on the right road or not, it was still fun 
because I knew that you would never send me so far that I could actually get lost. And the 
route was so beautiful and green that there was no question of anxiety. Just like serving Lord 
Jagannath in your house removed my troubles and was such a blessing :)

Thanks again for all your love and instructions and painstaking efforts to make me a devotee 
even though my leaking mini bowl cannot take even a fraction of all the mercy.
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Please keep me engaged in your service, which is my life and soul. And I hope Kṛṣṇa uses me 
and all your other servants as instruments of your mercy to please Prabhupāda.

Your invisible servant,

Satyarupa Devi Dasi
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SHREYA
Well-wisher

Hare Kṛṣṇa your Grace,

Please accept my humble obeisances 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I‘m very deeply thankful to you for your teachings. I always lack self confidence and go from 
humility to depression. Your YouTube videos help a lot. Simple language, deep philosophy, 
practical applications; this is what I am thankful to you for. 

I also got ‘Living the Wisdom of Bhakti’ from Śri Vrindavan dham. My senior devotee connected 
me to your lotus feet. 
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I always pray at your lotus feet to bless me to become a better devotee myself and to inspire 
others to progress. Please bless me so that Śrīla Prabhupāda is happy with me. 

Always seeking your Grace‘s guidance and blessings. 

All glories to Mahātmā Prabhu! All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to Śri Guru and Śri 
Gauranga! Happy Vyāsa-pūjā.

Your servant,

Shreya
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SURESHWAR DASA
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet Guru Mahārāj.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda

Mahārāj, even though I am not qualified to glorify you, only by your mercy I am able to talk 
about some of your qualities.

Guru Mahārāj, I see you at the advanced age of life and how eager you are to always engage 
yourself in preaching and to always give so many classes and to give the real essence to the 
fallen souls. And I see how individuals progress in pure devotional service.

I also see how much patience and tolerance you have and you are merciful and always blissful.
Also, Mahārāj in most of your classes, you always emphasize that we should never offend any 
devotees which will restrict our progress in devotional service.

Guru Mahārāj, please bless me so that I will be able to serve you.

I pray to Śri Śri Rādhā Kṛṣṇa and Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva to always keep you in good health so that 
you can shower your blessings on fallen souls like me.

Dandavat pranam Mahārāj.

Your servant,

Sureshwar Dasa
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JOHN
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to your lotus feet. 

I certainly don‘t feel remotely qualified to be able to glorify you and I would certainly need 
thousands of mouths to do so. You are the embodiment of love, compassion, honesty, truth 

– bhakti, and you are a rare jewel in the lives of so many people. Thank you just doesn‘t seem 
enough to say to you. It is a privilege to be able to have your darshan and to be able to 
develop a relationship with you. I only hope that I can make you happy someday.

Your insignificant servant, 

John
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KRISHANGI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudeva, 

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances and my apologies for my totally imperfect service. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda
 
The last year and half was one of the hardest times of my life, as it was for many others. I was 
isolated, far away from the devotees, from my beloved Śikṣā Guru, from my Sanga and friends. 
I didn‘t play kirtan anymore, and anytime I was playing my harmonium, I was crying and 
crying seeing all the beautiful memories from the kirtan and the association in Māyāpur 
blooming in my memory.
 
But when we are with you, Gurudeva, I feel like the little children in the story of Peter Pan. I 
can fly and everything around changes colours. I am able to see the beauty of Kṛṣṇa in this 
material world even during the war, the pandemic, the loneliness and the diseases. Seeing 
your Grace smile, even when it is an emoji in the emails, turns on the switch from darkness to 
light; and the spiritual world, the hope and the faith become all real things in our hands. It was 
a year and half of big understandings and realisations. It was a year and half full of bitterness 
and sweetness. It was a year and half full of blessings and gratitude because of your guidance. 
 
My Guru reaches me in the dark, in the pain, in the sadness and when I‘m diving into the 
illusion. 
 
I saw my Guru smiling at an insignificant service I did, and I realised that Kṛṣṇa always gives 
the best gifts. I pray to see my Guru smiling more and more. I was praying at the last Vyāsa-
pūjā to become more personal in my service to your Grace and Prabhupāda. I hope I did it, 
and I‘m at your lotus feet Gurudeva to renew this prayer today and forever. 
 
Thank you with all my heart Gurudeva. 
 

Your servant,

Krishangi Devi Dasi
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MARCO
Aspiring Disciple

February 14, 2022 
(Nityananda Trayodashi)
Milano, Italia.

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya 
jñānāñjana-śalākayā 

cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena 
tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ
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nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.

On this occasion of the Vyāsa-pūjā, the transcendental appearance of the Spiritual Master, 
which is so important to our tradition as it celebrates Śrī Guru, who is non different from Śrī 
Kṛṣṇa as the Only principle of Truth and absolute knowledge, I wish to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your constant presence in my life and in that of all my God siblings. 
Your love for us is so great that it moves me.

Your teachings are a light that constantly illuminates our steps in the darkness of this world 
and they are like a vessel that can save us from the ocean of repeated births and deaths.

The human form is certainly rare for the conditioned soul, but even rarer is having the 
opportunity to meet a pure devotee, a bona-fide spiritual master, a soul so elevated, whom is 
able to make us realize our spiritual nature of eternal servants of Śrī Kṛṣṇa.

sākṣād-dharitvena samasta-śāstrair
uktas tathā bhāvyata eva sadbhiḥ
kintu prabhor yaḥ priya eva tasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam
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“In the revealed scriptures it is declared that the spiritual master should be worshiped 
like the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this injunction is obeyed by pure 
devotees of the Lord. The spiritual master is the most confidential servant of the Lord. 
Thus let us offer our respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master.“

The principle of Guru Tattva is that the Guru is One. Just as there is no difference between Kṛṣṇa 
and Lord Caitanya, there is no difference between Their teachings and Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s, 
so there is no difference between your teachings and those of our beloved Param Guru 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Śrīla Prabhupāda. You bring us ever closer to the essence of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda‘s wonderful and very sweet feelings to that unfathomable transcendental love 
towards his beloved Divine Spiritual Master and Śrī Śrī Rādhā-Kṛṣṇa.

Guru Bhaktya is the most precious treasure for an aspiring devotee like me and is the essence, 
the mood, with which I carry out my Sādhana. This devotional attitude of love is both the 
means and the final goal, my Sadhya. Devotion to you Śrīla Gurudeva, is what I aspire most. O 
master, be merciful to me and place me in the shadow of your lotus feet and grant me your 
service, life after life, whatever my destination will be. Without your mercy, my efforts, my 
prayers and my commitment to devotional service are useless; my success is assured only if, 
by being able to serve you, you are even minimally satisfied with me.

I will always remember what you told me: “We know true love only when we meet our Guru.“
Today, filled with gratitude, on the occasion of this auspicious day of your appearance, I realize 
the meaning of these words of yours in the depth of my heart.

I pray to Lord Nityananda to always grant me the transcendental loving service at your lotus 
feet.

Forever in debt, your grateful and in love servant.

Your useless, aspiring disciple,

Marco
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ARCA-AVATARA DASA
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.

I am unlimitedly and eternally indebted to you as you have showered me with your 
inconceivable, causeless mercy of unlimitedly profound love of Kṛṣṇa and His dear devotees.
I have no idea how all this fortune has come to me and for me to be a part of this glorious, 
wonderful family. But you personally found me on the other side of the globe to take me back 
home and I am forever grateful to You.

Once Śrīla Prabhupāda was asked, “What pleases you the most?” After a brief pause, he 
replied “If you love Kṛṣṇa”. My humble prayer to you on this most auspicious day of your 
divine appearance in this material world, with your guidance, is to take serious following of 
instructions to develop that love, through serving you and all the devotees.

Please bless me so that I can properly follow your footsteps and mold my life according to the 
examples you have so mercifully set for us.

I want to sincerely chant the Holy Names and to regularly study both Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books 
and your transcendental books. I can‘t stop listening to your sweet kirtans and music albums. 
During my daydreaming, I remember Māyāpur boat kirtans and morning walks with You. I am 
so thankful. You are giving so much blessings and so much time by helping us through videos, 
and live connection, so that many days I am feeling like I am living close to you.

By your Grace, I am becoming such a nice devotee and even my wife is starting to like me 
:). I‘m in love with your sense of humor so much that I watch your videos a couple times for 
entertainment besides all the knowledge that I get :) I fall at your lotus feet and beg you to 
remove my various shortcomings so that I can become a good servant.

Your eternal servant,

Arca-avatara Dasa
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KRSNAPREMI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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On this most auspicious day, please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet and 
kindly forgive my offenses.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.

My dearest spiritual master, you guide me when even I do not understand that I am heading 
in the wrong direction. Your words always clear my clouded mind and cleanse my heart. 

You take each of us with arms filled with love and care. Not only do you care for our spiritual 
well-being but you are also always concerned about our material life as well. You care for your 
disciples on all levels as your own children which is something that is still incomprehensible 
to me. I have never thought that a spiritual master could be so invested in their disciples’ lives 
and I am forever grateful for that.

What I aspire for the most, is to learn how to be so compassionate, accepting and loving to 
other beings as you; how to make them feel welcome and develop an attitude such that they 
can feel that in my association, they have a safe shelter. You heal all the souls who reach out 
to you by your association. Your preaching heals ISKCON and shines light on a bright future 
that awaits all the souls who will join this path.

Thanks to you I am learning to love Śrīla Prabhupāda more and more every day; to feel his 
presence in every step I make and to actually connect with his mood in my heart and feel him 
as the dearest grandfather of all.

Thanks to you, I have started feeling those sparks of eternal love for Kṛṣṇa and those sparks 
have become stronger with every round of Jāpā, every seva and with being on the path of 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness every day. I have started to truly long to go back to Him and to abandon 
these foolish desires which are so deeply rooted in my heart.

While reading this offering, I realized that no matter how many words I write, they cannot 
even come close to the love and appreciation that I feel for you. They cannot express the tears 
of affection that flows from my eyes while listening to your kirtans. They cannot express the 
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calmness that my soul feels after every lecture. Thank you for so mercifully providing me with 
your shelter and accepting me as your disciple. Thank you for saving this miserable soul from 
the pangs of material existence day by day.

Your servant,

Krsnapremi Devi Dasi
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VARSANARANI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Śrila Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances! 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā
cakṣur-unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the 
torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.“

I want to thank your Grace for giving me shelter, initiation, instructions, your valuable time, 
service, insightful lectures, a deeper understanding of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mood, a community 
of dear God-brothers and God-sisters, a chance to see you in Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
mission, beautiful music that you create, your books, understanding and compassion in the 
times of difficulty, encouragement, inspiration from your qualities and many more things. 

When I look at your picture during pujari service, I feel that I am doing this service together 
with you and that you are teaching me how to serve Śri Śri Nitai Gauracandra nicely. This is the 
first time in my life that the verses of Śri Gurvastakam have really come to life. 

śrī-vigrahārādhana-nitya-nānā
śṛṅgāra-tan-mandira-mārjanādau
yuktasya bhaktāṁś ca niyuñjato ’pi

vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple worship of Śri Śri Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa. He 
also engages his disciples in such worship. They dress the Deities in beautiful clothes and 
ornaments, clean Their temple, and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.

I used to sing these verses in the morning without much feeling, mechanically. Now, by your 
mercy, I get to have a glimpse of the mood and true meaning of these exalted beautiful 
prayers.
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Again and again, I thank you for all of this mercy and other things that my ungrateful and 
forgetful self didn’t mention. 

Falling at your lotus feet I beg you, Śrīla Prabhupāda and Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu that I 
may never deviate from this devotional path and this movement and that one day I will be 
able to serve the Vaiṣṇavas, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Śri Śri Rādhā Kṛṣṇa purely. 

Your lowly servant,

Varsanarani Devi Dasi
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VIKTORIJA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Thank you for taking care of my spiritual life.
Thank you for all of your time and efforts in teaching.
Thank you for letting us know Śrīla Prabhupāda better.
Thank you for your constant reminder of what the goal of life is. 
Thank you for showing us a perfect example of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 
Thank you for the inspiration to live, to practice bhakti and to love. 

Haribol! 

Your servant, 

Viktorija
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VILMA
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā!

I thought about the most precious moments that I have of you and your association and you 
were so merciful to me. These moments are deep within my heart. 

The first time was a meeting in Lithuania when I had just come to the Kṛṣṇa Consciousness 
movement and to the retreat. I was so sick and in bad health and condition. During the 
workshop, I did not have a partner to do the task that you gave and at that moment, you were 



LITHUANIA

173

walking by and I grabbed your lotus feet. I did not know that it was not allowed. You were so 
merciful to me. You did not get angry with me, You just sat and talked with me. Afterwards, 
you gave me an apple. I did not know what mercy was at that time and I took it for granted. 
But this came to me, deep within my heart and I am so grateful for your causeless compassion. 

The second time was when I was in Lithuania and I asked you, after your lecture, if you could 
show me some kirtan melody and you told me that you could another time. I was so sad but 
the next day you did not forget and you invited me to film your hands while doing kirtan. This 
was such a causeless mercy. And this kirtan, I played it so many times and I could use it to 
serve devotees and it is so common to my heart. I am so grateful for it.

Also, you were the only one I could turn to when I was in such a struggle at the temple. I felt 
that I had no shelter and you had time to read my long letters, call and help me. You save me 
when I am drowning and I am so grateful for that. 

“The music USB” is so valuable to me. All of your kirtans and Śrīla Prabhupāda’s kirtans from 
early years are on it and I play them in my car. I am so grateful for it. 

I also feel that you connect me with the paramparā and a bit more connection came with 
His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda, with your help. There are so many amazing stories about 
Śrīla Prabhupāda. And in Māyāpur, I felt such a deep connection with Śrīla Prabhupāda and 
I thought it was mine, but after you stopped talking or if I did not follow instructions, it 
disappeared, so I guess it was also your mercy to connect me to His Divine Grace. I love your 
sense of humor and how you read and speak Sanskrit. I am so grateful to you for giving me 
transcendental knowledge and connection to the paramparā. 

The most important thing is service and how I can serve you. But you do not even ask for 
it. You just give causeless mercy. I do not give anything back and yet you still give. When I 
cannot or just do not follow your instructions or do service, I still feel that you do not turn 
your back on me. And there is no way to repay you; I can just try to serve, remain in the Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness movement and contribute to Śrīla Prabhupāda’s movement somehow. I am so 
grateful for the services and instructions that you gave me. 
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I am very sorry if I offended you somehow and anytime and I am very grateful for all the 
mercy. I hope that I will be able to serve and follow your instructions. 

Your servant, 

Bhaktin Vilma
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YASODAMAYI DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I was always thinking about what it meant to have a soft heart and at the same time, have that 
big power to inspire and to give such powerful shelter to more than 100 souls. I never thought 
that a person like you existed. I thought that this was possible only in the past or in fairy tales. 
I never thought that someone could speak so big and act the same with what they spoke. 
But now that I have seen you, I am so happy and so lucky to have met you in my life. I never 
thought that someone could be my authority and that, that would be a person that I want 
to follow for all of my life. You are the person who saved me and gave me a hand when I was 
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at my lowest point. I thought that I would lose everything – the holy name, the devotees, my 
faith, Kṛṣṇa...  but then you came. And you told me to never stop chanting and to never leave 
the devotees. And that was your first instruction to me. And I listened no matter how hard it 
was to listen to someone. But I believed and I still believe in you. Thank you so much for your 
beautiful heart and your dedication to Śrīla Prabhupāda. Happy Vyāsa-pūjā day. I am praying 
that I will be your servant throughout all of my eternal life. 

Your indebted servant,

Yasodamayi Devi Dasi
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PREMAVIKASH DAS 

& KARUNAMAYI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dearest Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca
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nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Every year, we eagerly wait for this most blessed day of your Vyāsa-pūjā to express our 
gratitude towards you. It is not that we remember you only on this day, but today is a very 
special day for all of us and especially your dīkṣā disciples, as well as all your well wishers.

Without your mercy and guidance, we would surely be wandering and also entangled in this 
material world and of course, without any goal in our lives. As we now know, our original 
position is to be eternal servants of Lord Śri Kṛṣṇa.The Lord says He is happier when we serve 
the servant of the servant of His servant instead of serving Him directly. 

You are a great example of how to please the Lord by pleasing His Divine Grace, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. You serve your spiritual master very affectionately and sincerely even though 
he is not physically present amongst us.

Unfortunately, we don‘t possess those qualities despite listening to your classes and advice to 
become a better disciple and devotee.

We are still struggling to develop the qualities of a sincere disciple and we know that without 
your causeless mercy we won‘t be able to remain fixed in whatever little devotional service 
we are doing.

Last year you gave us our second initiation which shows how much you want your disciples 
to be firmly fixed in their devotional service and we will always be grateful for your love for us.
On this most auspicious day, we are again humbly begging for your causeless mercy so that 
whatever situation or circumstance we may face, we will always remember you. With your 
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blessings, we desire to remain two fools at your lotus feet as once, Śrīla Prabhupāda told his 
Holiness Tamala Kṛṣṇa Mahārāj that the perfect position of a disciple is to remain a fool at the 
lotus feet of his spiritual master where he will learn to be able to learn more.

Therefore, we also want to develop this quality and we pray to Lord Kṛṣṇa that He always 
maintains our heart to heart connection with you.

Your insignificant disciples,

Premavikash Das 
& Karunamayi Devi Dasi
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ADISAKTI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
 
Dear Gurudeva, I am very grateful to have you as my spiritual teacher, my guide and my 
great inspiration and teacher in my spiritual life. This path is not always easy for me. However, 
thanks to your teachings, I can understand and learn how to take my spiritual life forward 
and despite all the circumstances, I can see the mercy of Kṛṣṇa and Guru. I want to strive to 
improve day by day so that I can serve you and please you,Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇa. I wish that 
Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī and Kṛṣṇa always blesses you Gurudeva. 

All Glories to you.
All Glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Your servant,

Adisakti Devi Dasi
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ANANDA MOYA DAS
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.

Dear Gurudeva, I am happy that I saw you recently at the Houston temple. Your presence 
means everything to me in these times of great turbulence and your words comfort my heart. 
The last two years have been extremely complicated for me and keeping myself in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness has become a real challenge. While the pain I have gone through from my 
recent experience has also shed much light on my true anarthas, this makes me wonder how 
much I am willing to continue to persevere in my spiritual life. I have had small glimpses of 
depression in the past. However, today everything is starting to make sense even though I 
sometimes deny what seems to be the material or fuel to be able to transform my life (pain). 
I am still dealing with a feeling of separation and not losing myself. Please dear Gurudeva, I 
know that you are infinitely compassionate and loving and I want to ask you to grant me 
your blessings. Of course, I know that what is best for me is Kṛṣṇa consciousness and I am 
truly grateful for being with the devotees and chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa and for having such a 
good Guru like you. I wish that on this glorious day of your blessed appearance you will be as 
satisfied as ever for lovingly serving your spiritual master. May Lord Nrisimhadeva protect you 
always, and may the Divine Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa place you as an atom at Their beautiful lotus feet. 
Happy Vyāsa-pūjā.

Your servant,

Ananda Moya Das
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ANURADHA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Obeisances to His Grace Mahātma Prabhu, who is dearest to Kṛṣṇa, and who teaches both 
through his realizations and his actions. 

Obeisance to him who is the embodiment of the mood of his master Prabhupāda, who awards 
the joy of kīrtana, who reveals the truth of Kṛṣṇa consciousness, and who is affectionately 
concerned for the devotees.

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you!

Beloved Guru Mahārāj, my soul, my heart, my motivation, my inspirations, my spiritual 
father, my friend, my well-wisher, my living example of truth, of empathy, of kindness, of love 
personified in this world; I have attached a picture of me being like your dog in Māyāpur in 
2015. I know that it could be kind of weird for you, to have your crazy disciple following you 
all the time over there, lol. I believe that it is so hard to not want to be close to you all the time. 

Your power of attraction is immense, your energy, your love and everything that comes to you 
is attractive and so needed. It will never be enough to say THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU, for taking care of this fallen soul. You have made me fulfill the meaning of my name 
Anuradha, by your blessings (that I always am aware of), by your example, by your advice and 
by your words. 

I have no excuse to not be perfect as you are my example and you are already perfect, so how 
can I not be an example of you if you are so pure. I know the path is long and there will be 
many obstacles, but I know that the really important thing is to go back home to the spiritual 
world, to the personification of love. I know that you can see Him, and dance with Him. I know 
and I hope that one day I can join you in that loving exchange with our real love, Kṛṣṇa. 

I know of your vision and I know how important it is to you to spread the love of Kṛṣṇa, though 
our own actions, though being love personified, and as an example of what the world is 
hungry to see, but most importantly, though the Holy Name to all of the world. I will continue 
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serving you eternally to fulfill that mission. The service to you makes me happy, frees me from 
my own material existence and develops good qualities in me. Thank you for giving me that 
opportunity. 

Your aspiring servant,

Anuradha Devi Dasi
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ATMANANDA DAS
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe 

oṃ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā 
cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ 
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All Glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and to your lotus feet.

It has been some time since we have had contact and I regret not realizing sooner, the value 
and blessings of your association and instructions.

Now I realize how valuable our guru‘s instructions are because they are Kṛṣṇa‘s mercy manifest 
and if we follow them they will lead us back home, back to Godhead.

Despite my falling out, I have kept your instructions embedded in my heart.

One, I am already doing my best to fulfill. The other is still a work in progress.

Please bless me so that I may accomplish any task to serve you and Kṛṣṇa.

Your eternal servant,

Atmananda Das
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KARUNIKA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Obeisances to His Grace Mahātma Prabhu, who is dearest to Kṛṣṇa, and who teaches both 
through his realizations and his actions.

Obeisance to him who is the embodiment of the mood of his master Prabhupāda, who awards 
the joy of kīrtana, who reveals the truth of Kṛṣṇa consciousness, and who is affectionately 
concerned for the devotees.
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances and love.

Kṛṣṇa has blessed me enormously with your presence in my life. Your invaluable guidance 
is a powerful light which illuminates my path through this material world full of confusion. I 
have no way to reciprocate enough to all the help you give in making me conscious of my 
connection with Kṛṣṇa. To take me to a higher mode in kindness where I can better link with 
Kṛṣṇa. Knowing and understanding the purpose and the ultimate destination of my coming 
through this material world.

On this very special day in which we celebrate with happiness and joy your birthday I want to 
offer you the most beautiful flowers along with my best wishes for you. 

With eternal gratitude,

Karunika Devi Dasi
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OM SHANTI / LORENA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you Guru Mahārāj! 

Beloved Gurudeva please accept this offering done with all my heart, know that you live there. 
I am taking baby steps but am still moving forward. I am cleaning my heart so that you have 
a pleasant place, full of wisdom and that I can follow Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa for all eternity. I can‘t 
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wait to continue singing in kirtan with the great souls of God. I thank you with all my being for 
your service, that is magnificent and wonderful !!!

In my prayers I ask that you enjoy good health, happiness and that you find joy and glory with 
ease with those people who want to return home, back to the Supreme.

Hare Kṛṣṇa.

Your servant, 

Om Shanti, Lorena 
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RASIKA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Obeisances to His Grace Mahātma Prabhu, who is dearest to Kṛṣṇa, and who teaches both 
through his realizations and his actions.

Obeisance to him who is the embodiment of the mood of his master Prabhupāda, who awards 
the joy of kīrtana, who reveals the truth of Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, and who is affectionately 
concerned for the devotees.



MÉXICO

194

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances and love.

On this very special day of your Vyāsa-pūjā I want to express to you from the bottom of my 
heart all the gratitude I feel and how lucky and fortunate I am to be your disciple. I know it 
means a lot. Kṛṣṇa has been so kind to me to send you into my life. Thank you for always being 
there and for reminding me constantly how to be a better disciple and devotee. 

I want to be more connected and aligned with what you wish I become. I pray to be aligned 
with your desires and be able to contribute to fulfill them in any way possible. I cannot thank 
you enough for everything you’ve done, everything you do for me and everything you do in 
the service of Prabhupāda. Everything you do is incredibly inspiring.

You brought the light. You keep me in th––e light. And by your mercy I’ll get to experience 
being in that light eternally in love of Kṛṣṇa.

My main offering this year as you requested is contribution to the meditation course online 
based on your guided meditations. I really hope it pleases you.

Your servant,

Rasika Devi Dasi
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SUSANA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Mahatma Das,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I would like to express my affection and admiration for you. I wish to be closer to your courses 
and your instructions. It frustrates me a lot that I am not a committed and dedicated devotee 
in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. One of the reasons is because I am usually very busy at work and 
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I have a lot of anxiety inside. When I started chanting Jāpā I just couldn‘t chant because it 
caused me a lot of suffering to concentrate on chanting. So when I took your Jāpā course it 
helped me a lot to find peace in chanting Jāpā. That is why I am very grateful to you.

I wish with all my heart to be close to his teachings.

Sincerely your servant,

Susana Trejo
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TALIA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Gurudeva!

This year I learned how valuable your mercy is! Well, it is thanks to those little drops of nectar 
that I have experienced in your Holy association that today, I continue to aspire and to serve 
you as a great soul like you deserve.
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Every time I read Sirla Prabhupāda‘s description of a Mahatma, I find that you have managed 
to personify one. Your smile is my GPS, thank you for perfectly directing my walk in Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness and excuse my misunderstanding along the way as I admit my mistakes and 
correct them out of love for you.

Wishing to be in your presence always!

Writes to you your would-be maid,

Bhaktin Talia
Happy Vyāsa-pūjā!
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ESLEYTER
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Please accept my humble obeisances, your eternal servant soul! All glories to you! All glories 
to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to all small and great devotees of all universes! Haribol!

Happy Vyāsa-pūjā! And Happy Kṛṣṇa Consciousness! May Bhagavān, Śrī Kṛṣṇa, pour out His 
blessings on His dear devotee Mahatma, to inspire many forgotten youth like me. 
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Thank you for appearing in my life, and for making me surf the nectarean waves of my 
grandfather Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s oceanic words. I only wish that Śrī Nityānanda gives me His 
blessings so that I can learn to serve better.

I want to end with the sweet words said by my luminous brother Jesus Christ, who intimidated 
me in 2021:

“Your true brothers are not your blood brothers, but those who comply with the Law, that is, 
with the will of the Heavenly Father and Mother Nature. These spiritual brothers will love you 
much more sincerely than your own blood brothers, rebellious in fulfilling the commandments 
of the Lord.“ (GOSPEL OF HEALTH OF SAINT JOHN, E. S. Bordeaux, Chap. 10). 

What more glorious fortune can one obtain in this life than to see the face of the Lord and feel 
His Love through the smile of His devotees? All glories to my Sri Gurudev! Hare Kṛṣṇa! 

Your most fallen servant, 

Esleyter
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KUVERA DAS
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dearest Gurudev! 

Please accept my most humble obeisances, all glories to Śrila Prabhupāda. 

This auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā is always a moment for me to acknowledge how 
important and priceless having you in my life is. Every living soul tries to be happy, and is 
looking here and there for solutions. So many people are looking forward to fake gurus – 
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internet, tv, press. All those people find nothing but more misery and an absolute lack of 
understanding. 

I am so lucky to have a true Guru, an honest and amazing disciple of a true Guru. Pure devotees 
in a straight line from the Source of All. It never ceases to amaze me how great and forgiving 
your mercy is. To even consider such a spiritually incompetent and ill-disposed person I am 
for a disciple to change. I pray with all my heart to once become worthy of this mercy, all your 
nourishing love and care and being able to fulfill Your instructions.

Forever in Your debt.
The luckiest men alive.

Your servant,

Kuvera Das
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ALINA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Mahatma Prabhu! 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you on this amazing day of your Vyāsa-pūjā! It’s a 
real honour and pleasure for me to send you greetings on this day. 
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At the beginning I want to apologize if I am doing something wrong, I’m doing this for the first 
time. At the moment I write this message from Kaliningrad, a city which used to be a territory 
of Germany. Conquered by the USSR after World War II. It is much smaller than Moscow, and 
there are very few devotees here. We’ve gotten acquainted with some of them by chance in 
a vegetarian cafe (though we knew, there can’t be any “accidental chances” in this world). I 
was with my kids and the devotees offered us to join their harinama and we agreed. I joined a 
harinama only once in Moscow and to be honest, I didn’t feel comfortable with it but this time 
it was a completely different feeling. I felt really happy playing kartals (it was my debut) and 
I was thinking about you, Śrīla Prabhupāda and Caitanya Mahaprabhu. I was imagining how 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu was chanting in India, how Śrīla Prabhupāda was chanting in the park 
of New York and how you chant on Zoom with your students and leading kirtans in temples. I 
felt a little drop of ecstasy. Probably, this was the first time in my life when I felt a real taste of 
the Holy names and the taste of service – spreading the Holy names to people. 

I’m so grateful to Kṛṣṇa that He took me and brought me to this devotees’ society! I’m so 
grateful that He let me meet you, dear Mahatma Prabhu! I’m so grateful and always admire 
your endless service: bhajans, kirtans, classes, retreats, your tours to other countries to spread 
Kṛṣṇa Consciousness and so many other services! This is an amazing example to follow. Thank 
you for your liberality, for your love and compassion to the contaminated souls like me and for 
your flaming desire to save people! 

Every time I enter your classes, I realize how right and precise Śrīla Prabhupāda wasby giving 
you a spiritual name – Mahatma Prabhu. You are really a great soul who came to this planet 
to continue the mission of Lord Caitanya, helping Prabhupāda to save conditioned souls. 
Staying though so humble whilst doing so. 

Thank You so much! All glories to You again and again! 
Please accept my humble obeisances to Your lotus feet. 

Trying to be Your servant,

Alina
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DARYA
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Mahatma Prabhu,

Please accept my sincere obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

My name is Darya, I am 33 years of age and I am from Russia. I am a Gṛhastha, married for 13 
years. I came to Kṛṣṇa Consciousness 10 years ago. I wrote my story as an allegory, a metaphor 
and would like to share it with you in order to express my gratitude to you.



RUSSIA

206

Fairy tale, a true story: “I am an old Shoe“ 

Once upon a time there I lived – “An Old Shoe“. I should have been thrown out a long time ago, but 
I‘m still here with my desires. Either wanting new “shoelaces”,“corpus”, or a new “sole” and at the 
same time, some kind of HEALING, recovery! 

As “An Old Shoe“, I feel worthless and unfit but by the will of providence I was picked up by His 
Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda. He picked me up and said: “Chant Hare Kṛṣṇa and be happy!“ The 

“shoe” began to shine, perked up and began to understand that it was not a shoe, not something 
external, rude and awkward! It is something that is hidden inside! What exactly is it? He still does 
not fully understand. Tastes began to change and the desire to serve the Lord started to arise!

But then the “Wind of Trials” flew at him, the “Mountain of Temptations” stood up and the “Ocean 
of Illusions scratched here, torn there and soaked through. Inside, instead of gratitude there is 
resentment and anger at the Creator, forgetfulness of one‘s position.

Here again the old shoe is by the garbage can. Here again it cries for help. It no longer wants to 
keep this anger and resentment. It does not want to drown in the ocean of suffering ...  It‘s voice is 
weak, it‘s eyes are almost blind ...  

Suddenly, like a miracle from heaven, its salvation came – devotees,friends and his mercy Mahatma 
prabhu. Here again it is trying to embark on the path of devotion – and again the “winds of trials”, 

“mountains of temptations”, “ocean of illusion”. Here are the thoughts in mind again: “Maybe it’s 
over and I won‘t be able to continue? Maybe my conditioning is too strong?! Maybe my desire to 
enjoy by myself and not to serve is too strong?!” – it thinks this way every time it tries to get up and 
walk.

“When will all this stop? When will it‘s main desire be service to the spiritual master and the mission 
of the Kṛṣṇa Consciousness movement? When will it finally understand the frailty of this world and 
stop looking for happiness in it? When will the taste for devotional service be awakened in it and it 
will cast off his infirmity?” 
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Of course, it is held back by desires for sense gratification, anarthas, past and present sins, lack of 
faith and a restless mind. All this holds it. All this is very strong! But at some point, by mercy, this 
REALIZATION came to it: 

“It doesn’t matter who you are and no matter what “an old shoe” you are! It is important who wears 
you!

The “shoe“ made this conclusion: 

“Let the One who Created me, for Whom I was created, wear me. Even if it will take hard work for 
millions of years. I really hope that this intention of mine will burn with a bright flame and will 
grow!”

Your servant,

Darya
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GINTARE
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Guru Mahārāj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 
All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā!
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This year has shown me very clearly the difference between a spiritual refuge and a material 
one. More precisely, it showed that there is no material refuge that there is no eternity and 
stability in it.

You graciously give your refuge and I fully feel it. I am infinitely grateful to you and I will try to 
do everything in my power to be in line with your instructions and not upset you.

This verse from Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam (1.3.38) really resonates with me. You are this “agent“ for 
me, but as I am not a favorite servitor, I can just follow you.

“But those who are rendering service unto Him directly under the direction of His 
beloved agent are rendering service unto Him favorably. Such favorable servitors are 
devotees of the Lord.” 

My last realization was that earlier I was ready to exchange my 16 rounds for something that 
seemed to me more important and useful in life. Now I won‘t trade my 16 rounds for anything. 
They are my strength. I am very grateful to you for those two retreats on the Holy Name, 
which opened a new depth of chanting.

For me, you are an unshakable fulcrum in this world. I remember your words every day that 
you will never leave your disciples. It is an unimaginable honor for me to be called your 
disciple at all. I try to be.

Your humble servant, 

Gintare
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LYDIA
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet!
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! 

Every year when I write a Vyāsa-pūjā offering, I make a summary of the year – how much my 
perception of the world has changed, what qualities I need to cultivate, how my consciousness 
has changed and how my material desires have diminished. The paradox is that the more I 
practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness, the greater the distance from Kṛṣṇa is.

In the very first years, there was so much enthusiasm and it seemed that I could achieve 
perfection in a very short time, but as the years went by I understood that this path was not 
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easy and I couldn‘t do anything without mercy. But every time I listen to your lectures, I realize 
that there is a chance. We have to follow in the footsteps to fulfill the instructions and make 
an effort in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Just rely on Kṛṣṇa and in due time Kṛṣṇa will respond. He 
responds by sending His trusted servants like you, who carry Śrīla Prabhupāda’s message and 
deliver us from our conditioned lives.

Thank you for being so simple, practical, and accessible to everyone. Although you are a 
disciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda, you are like a friend who is ready to understand all of our problems. 
It seems like all boundaries are removed and there is only trust that just by following your 
instructions all the obstacles and problems on the spiritual path can be solved. 

I also appreciate the way you deeply analyze the issues devotees have. You look at them from 
different angles of vision, talk about all the causes and effects of these problems and give very 
practical advice. I noticed that you always feel the audience and apart from the philosophy 
you always tell different stories, memories of the early years in Kṛṣṇa consciousness, which 
help better understand the subject of the class. This makes the lecture very lively. 

For my part, I want to apologize that I hardly ever turn on the camera. I don‘t always have the 
option and it is also my struggle with my deeply rooted impersonalism.

I would like to mention that my husband also listens to your classes with me and after that, he 
shares many moments from your lectures with other devotees. 

Thank you very much for the Dāmodarāṣṭaka and the Rādhārāṇī songs. I can‘t stop listening to 
them. I also took the online Jāpā retreat. The practical advice you shared really helps me chant 
the Holy Names more attentively or at least make an effort. 

Through my communication with you, a lot of things are changing in my life. One of the most 
evident changes is that I am learning to accept all devotees and not to demand anything from 
them, to concentrate more on the positive, and thus learn to cooperate with devotees with an 
understanding of the higher purpose. These qualities help me in devotional service. 
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Dear Mahātmā Prabhu, I have nothing to offer you on your appearance day. I am eternally 
indebted to you.

In the dust of your lotus feet,
Your śikṣā disciple 

Bhaktin Lydia
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MARINA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale 
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine 
namas tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Guru Maharaja!

Please accept my obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and His disciples!

I am very glad to have the opportunity to congratulate you and glorify your qualities on this 
day of your Vyāsa-pujā. 
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Guru Mahārāja, the more you preach among Russian-speaking devotees, the more I hear 
praises addressed to you. Just like me, the devotees note how subtly and always delicately 
you preach. How you transmit to us the light of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s knowledge. It is always 
very practical and applicable in everyone‘s life. Your creativity and sense of humor attract and 
touch the hearts of devotees. 

Guru Mahārāja, the more I listen to you, the more I discover your most attractive quality – 
FREEDOM.

Your lectures are like a breath of fresh air, freeing the mind from material contamination and 
limiting beliefs that prevent one from seeing Kṛṣṇa and serving Him.

Over the past year, which has been the hardest and at the same time the most progressive 
for me, I realized how close and dear you and your mission are to me. It’s no exaggeration to 
say that I know that it was only by your mercy that I was able to get out of the swampy hellish 
state and stay among devotees, remembering Kṛṣṇa.

Of course, I‘ve made a lot of mistakes and offenses this year. I’m very sorry about that and 
sincerely ask for your forgiveness. Thanks to your guidance, I’m making efforts to correct 
these mistakes and become a better person.

Guru Mahārāja, I ask for your blessings to always find opportunities to be Kṛṣṇa Consciousness 
and to be involved in the service of the Vaiṣṇavas with the same enthusiasm and strength as 
you and your disciples.

Dear Guru Mahārāja, on this wonderful day, I also want to wish you from the bottom of my 
heart good health and wonderful disciples!

With great gratitude to you, wishing to serve your mission,

Bhaktin Marina Lazareva
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MAXIM
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa, dear Guru Mahārāja! 

Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to you, Śrīla Prabhupāda and Guru Paramparā!

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

On this auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pujā, I want to express my deepest gratitude to you for 
what you do for ISKCON, Śrīla Prabhupāda, the devotees and me.
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Your personal approach in dealing with your disciples is what inspires me to try to stay to be 
in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness no matter what. I always know that you know me, that I can write to 
you and you will reply, you will write a letter or it will be a voice message that I will keep as a 
treasure and direct instruction from Kṛṣṇa, Paramparā, Śrīla Prabhupāda on my way back home, 
back to Godhead! Your personal answers, instructions, examples and jokes in communicating 
with me are like diamonds in the treasury of my heart! I share these diamonds with my loved 
ones and devotee friends!

I‘ve noticed that the things you tell me to do often seem unclear to me or they seem to be 
something I don‘t need to do at all, but as time goes by, deep inside I realize that what you 
told me to do was from Kṛṣṇa. If I had started doing that earlier, I would have progressed even 
more in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness. Unfortunately, as part of the official offering, I can‘t reveal these 
details, but I can tell you in person. You also introduced me to other devotees, your friends 
who help me on my spiritual path. So, I feel that I’m a part of this one big Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s 
family!

Your broad vision of developing the mission, solving problems in the devotee community, 
your ability to see beyond the standard ISKCON vision, your activity in all kinds of online 
projects that benefit devotees and non-devotees and your openness to discussing various 
difficult points – all these things greatly inspire me to participate in Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s mission 
and give me hope that we as a movement will not go away, but will evolve instead! Only by 
your mercy, your lectures and transcendental kicks do I try not to be a couch potato in Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness, but I try to chant good rounds, read Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s books regularly and 
do everything possible, as you said – that‘s all we can do!

Dear Guru Mahārāja, may all your projects develop, and may I be one of those who really 
develop your projects. I wish you to be healthy and to serve ISKCON‘s mission for many more 
years and if I had a chance to give you some years of my life, I would do that. 

Aspiring to become your disciple,

Maxim Zhukov
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NADIYA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

My dearest and most beloved Spiritual Master,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your beautiful lotus feet! All glories to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda! All glories to you!

Dearest Gurudeva, on this auspicious day of your divine appearance in this world I’m 
submissively bowing down unto your feet asking for your permission to express my deepest 
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gratitude for being honored to become your disciple. Thank you for every single moment of 
my existence in your service, for there’s no meaning to my life without you. These moments 
that I spend with you are the most magical and mysterious moments of my life. Every single 
glance, every single word that you mercifully give me are the most adorable, desirable, 
precious and the most relished experiences I have ever had. This relationship with you is the 
greatest jewel of my heart; my promises and service to you are my greatest treasure; your 
instructions to me are the objects of my worship. I thank the Lord for every moment of being 
with you.

My dearest Gurudeva, everything you do, everything you say, everything you think about is 
full of transcendental love and compassion, genuine care and protection, sincere affection 
and desire to help. These qualities are so amazing, and they originate from the transcendental 
abode of Goloka Vṛndāvan, far beyond this miserable and temporary world. But I being a 
fallen materialistic person, self-centered, envious and judgmental, being full of egoism and 
prejudice, I wasn’t able to see and fully appreciate your divine qualities. Somehow or other, 
regardless of all my deeply rooted imperfections, you made the impossible – possible: you 
brought me to Śrīla Prabhupāda. So, I’m begging you over and over again please don’t let 
your endeavor go in vain, don’t let me leave His shelter. Please let me accept with great awe 
and reverence His teachings, His mood and His compassion. Let His mind become my mind, 
let His consciousness become my consciousness, and let me become and forever remain an 
insignificant servant of his servants. 

Gurudev, you’re my life and soul. I don’t exist outside of your shelter. My whole life was 
destined to become yours and to belong to you. Please kindly bestow your causeless mercy 
upon me, show your endless compassion to this lost and misguided soul. Give me your hand 
and set me free from this prison of my own frantic mind. Without your constant guidance 
and protection I’m locked up in a jail of my own unlimited anarthas. Without you I just suffer, 
so please be merciful unto me. Take me away from this horrible place called “my materialistic 
vision” and bring me to Śrīla Prabhupāda’s beautiful lotus feet. I have no other hope and I’m 
begging you over and over again: please let me give my life to you, let me be yours life after 
life. Let me serve you eternally and let me exist for your transcendental pleasure.
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To that greatest personality who has opened to me the path to Vṛndāvan, to that greatest 
personality by whose causeless mercy I’ve been given the right to enter Lord Gauranga’s 
eternal pastimes. To that greatest personality whose one single glance has captured my 
entire heart and soul, to you, the Lord of my life, millions and millions of times I offer my most 
humble and respectful obeisances, covering my head with the dust of your beautiful lotus 
feet.

Your useless, hopeless and helpless but believing in your causeless mercy servant, 

Nadiya
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OLGA
Śikṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa, dear Guru Mahārāja! 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! 

Congratulations on your Vyāsa-pūjā day! I would like to present to yo, as an offering all the 
good things I have accomplished in the past year.

Recently the devotees and I were thinking about how Śrīla Prabhupāda went alone to the west 
to spread Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu‘s sankirtana movement. We came to the same conclusion 
that we would all be in terrible hellish living conditions if he hadn‘t come. When I think about 
it, tears come to my eyes.
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Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s success is manifested in his disciples. Listening to your lectures and having 
your teachings and blessings, I feel as if I am right next to Śrīla Prabhupāda. Even though I 
have never met Śrīla Prabhupāda, your whole focus on him makes me think more and more 
deeply about Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s position and his importance in the lives of ISKCON devotees. 
I really hope that one day I can become a “Prabhupāda man“ by following you.

In answering our questions, very often you offer a totally different angle of vision on ordinary 
things and help me keep my focus on Kṛṣṇa.

I know that my character, behavior and words leave a lot to be desired. But at the same time, I 
notice that the opportunity to associate with you and serve you and the devotees makes me 
a better person. I pray to become your servant in a true way someday. 

I am so grateful for your acceptance, for the opportunity to listen to you, to ask you questions 
and get answers. I am grateful that you find the energy and time to talk to a Russian-speaking 
audience and to speak out loud about those things which many devotees are afraid to say, 
even to their own mentors. 

To me, you are an example of acceptance and compassion, a real living example of a happy 
devotee. If you so desire, please bless me to follow in your footsteps and attain these qualities 
so that I become an inspiration and support to devotees who need it. 

I wish you a long life and happy devotees following in your and Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s footsteps, 
who will help you in spreading the glory of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu and Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
and bring you pleasure by their service. I hope that by Kṛṣṇa‘s mercy, I will be among these 
devotees as well.

She who maintains the hope of becoming your real servant one day,

Bhaktin Olga Bayandina
Hare Kṛṣṇa.
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RANIYA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Hare Kṛṣṇa, dear Guru Mahārāja! 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you on this 
auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā!

This day is truly auspicious, important and one of the most joyful days of my life. You came 
into my life when I really needed it. Therefore, I’m very happy on this day, the day of your 



RUSSIA

223

Vyāsa-pujā. I have the opportunity to thank you for your mercy, compassion, acceptance, 
friendliness and boundless heart. Thank you for your support, care and for helping me 
become Kṛṣṇa conscious.

Recently, I have heard that a leader should teach people not with his words, but by giving 
a personal example and I immediately thought of you. You are that kind of a Vaiṣṇava who 
shows what a devotee of Lord Hari should be like. With your way of life, with your manners, 
you show how in everyday life the qualities of a true Vaiṣṇava can be seen.

You show true mercy, compassion, truthfulness, and a tireless effort to help a large number of 
people become Kṛṣṇa conscious. You generously give Kṛṣṇa to people who are in desperate 
need of help, for only knowledge of the Absolute Truth can help people overcome their 
miseries. You are so merciful to conditioned souls (such as me) that you tirelessly preach to, 
new people and give support to those trying to become Kṛṣṇa conscious. Your lectures are 
always thought-provoking and they give me a different perspective on this or that situation 
in life.

Your whole life is a vivid example of what a disciple following in the footsteps of his spiritual 
master should be like. You left your whole life, left everything and followed Śrīla Prabhupāda! 
You were with him at the beginning of ISKCON‘s development, and you still are with Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, helping his mission spread the glory of the Holy Name around the world! The 
more I think about it, the more gratitude to you arises in my heart. Thank you for showing 
what a disciple should be like – devoted, loving, sincere, and serious in his desire to serve the 
guru in his mission.

Thank you for your music. The kirtans you perform are not just music and words, but your love 
for the Lord pouring out from you and filling the entire space. I want to love the Lord as much 
as you love Him. 

I am bowing down to your lotus feet with great reverence and I thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for your hard work, for your help and support. You are a torch of knowledge that 
destroys the darkness of ignorance in my life. 
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The image that came up was that I was crawling on my hands and knees in the darkness. 
Now, with your help, I am learning to stand and walk on my own feet and to base my life and 
my actions on the knowledge you generously share. Yes, I still can‘t stand on my feet with 
confidence, yes, I still stumble and fall, but I am sure that with your constant invisible presence 
in my life and your teachings that I have hope that one day I will be able to overcome all my 
anarthas, my weaknesses by becoming Kṛṣṇa conscious.

Whenever I have difficulty or get confused, I talk to you in my mind and tell you everything. 
Very often the answer to my question comes in your lectures that I listen to. I don‘t even need 
to pronounce my question. It always amazes me so much. 

Just by your causeless mercy, I keep chanting Jāpā every day; I have an opportunity to do my 
little service in the temple – I’m a cook‘s helper and I’m trying to be useful to the Vaiṣṇavas as 
much as possible; and I read Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books and listen to his lectures.

I sincerely thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything: your care, your support, 
your acceptance. Thank you for helping me become Kṛṣṇa conscious. I sincerely hope that 
someday I can be of service to you and Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Your submissive servant,

Bhaktin Raniya
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RUKMINI SEVA DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahātmā Prabhu! 

Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you on this 
auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā!

The more I listen to your lectures, the more I develop appreciation for you, because in your 
lectures and other videos you always address a living person, a devotee, a listener, not just 
telling how to live correctly. The longer I am among devotees, the more meaningful it becomes 
to me – I have heard so many right words and instructions, but they were too disconnected 
from real life, to the extent that they were no longer perceived by my mind and heart. So your 
lectures and videos are like a breath of air for me. I am very, very grateful for what you do.
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Unfortunately, I rarely get to watch your lectures live but my husband and I watch them 
recorded and sometimes more than once. I especially enjoyed your speech at the Māyāpur 
Education Symposium in 2020. I have rewatched that speech several times and each time I 
heard something new to me. I am very grateful that you are bringing up these topics that 
almost no one is talking about here. I also hope very much that Russian-speaking devotees 
will soon have the opportunity to take your courses. When I listened to this speech, I got a 
burning desire to take a course on forgiveness, because this is something that is never late to 
do, but often very difficult.

Thank you for your humor, for your individual approach to devotees, for your beautiful kirtans, 
for your practicality and example of active work. All this inspires me very much not only in my 
spiritual life, but also to take care of the body, to take care of my health.

I hope a lot that Kṛṣṇa will be merciful to His devotees and that for many, many years we will 
be able to be with you and to follow your teachings on this path to His abode.

I dream of seeing you someday at the Holy Dhām and having a parikramā with you.

With reverence, 

Rukmini Seva Devi Dasi
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TATIANA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe

Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahatma Prabhu, 

All Glories to Śrilā Prabhupāda. 
Please accept my humble obeisances on this celebration of your Vyāsa-pūjā. 

I am so grateful for you and for all that you have been doing for us, for Russia and the whole 
world. Before writing this offering, I had read offerings from previous years and I’ve realized 
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that you connect people all over the world and hand on the bhava that you had got from 
Shrila Prabhupāda. It’s priceless and so valuable for the whole Universe. I can’t really find 
words to describe my gratitude. 

I remember one of your phrases that you taught us during Jāpā retreats last year: “When, 
when will this day come, when I can chant Jāpā purely?” I remember this phrase not only 
during Jāpā but also when I face difficulties in my life. That has turned my life into perspective 
rather than retrospective mode. 

Last year I started chanting my 16 rounds due to the mercy of pure devotees, that’s why your 
guidance was like a glass of water for my withered heart. I felt so inspired after Jāpā retreats. 
I’ve realized that I offended devotees, that’s why my Jāpā wasn’t good enough. I translated 
some of your replies to questions that devotees asked during retreats into Russian and I found 
there replies to all my questions. It seemed to me that you replied personally to all of them. 
I am blessed that I listened to you during one of the lectures that you gave for InterIFAST 
institute in Russia. 

My spiritual way is still short and full of obstacles but your guidance helps me to overcome 
thorns and enjoy roses. I joined the Russian community of your disciples and followers last 
year and by this I am surrounded by devotees who can transfer your knowledge, discuss recent 
lectures and prepare to get initiation. I hope to meet one day in person and accompany one 
of your Pilgrimages to Holy Dhama whenever Kṛṣṇa allows me to go there. 

With true and genuine inexpressible gratitude to Mahatma Prabhu, 

Your aspiring servant,

Tatiana Kabanova
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VLADIMIR
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

Dear Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

You are a great teacher and Guru, you have a lot of disciples, you know the holy scriptures very 
well and you are always very polite. You are a sincere disciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda. 
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I would like to thank you for your support and help in my spiritual life, your guidance and 
instructions. I am trying to implement your instructions. I am not always successful but I do 
my best.

I hope I will be able to serve you and Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mission.

Your humble servant,

Vladimir Uzdovskiy
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ADHOKSAJA KRSNA DAS
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahatma Prabhu,

Recently a group of devotees have completed a course of yours to help them follow the 
regulative principles more strictly. So many testify this is the first time they have been able 
to follow such a high standard on such a steady platform. Personally I am now holding three 
Jāpā sangas. We read the videos from your Jāpā playlist which have been transcribed, and 
then reflect on them. One devotee that had struggled for 20 years to chant more than 4 
rounds is now chanting 17 and sometimes 21 if he is not happy with one of his blocks of four 
rounds. Another in the same group after chanting for 30 years now does 32 and is getting 
initiated next month. He said he realized for 30 years he’d just been making a noise but now 
by reflecting on the insights from your Jāpā videos, he now feels he is actually chanting Jāpā 
(and not just ‘chanting’ Jāpā).
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How many souls are you helping? How many desist on the path of Bhakti just due to a lack of 
understanding of how to apply themselves properly to the process of devotional service?In 
Kṛṣṇa Consciousness we learn so many things about how we should be and what we should 
do but just knowing these things is by far from the end of the story. 

Mahatma prabhu , you painstakingly take us beyond intellectual acceptance to the emotional 
level where humility and forgiveness is no longer just a concept but a living, breathing reality. 
Realization is to make real what before we have only tentatively considered a possibility. 

Though you may have a certain number of diksa disciples, your shiksa disciples are increasing 
all the time. How wonderful is this International Society crafted by Śrīla Prabhupāda that 
affords us the invaluable resource of the association and guidance of great Mahatmas like 
your good self. The least we can do is share the valuable jewels of insight you have kindly 
given us with other souls who are aspiring to become pure devotees.

I pray you will be the first man in Kali-yuga to live for 200 years.

Begging to become your humble servant,

Adhoksaja Krsna Das
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GOMATHI GANGA DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahatma prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. All 
glories to you on this auspicious occasion of your Vyāsa-pūjā.

In the Nectar of Devotion, it says that when a realized soul speaks, his words act upon the 
hearts of the audience. I have tremendously benefited from all your classes. Following your 
instructions has helped me to progress further in my Kṛṣṇa conscious life, especially my Jāpā. 
I really appreciate the practical application of how to practice Kṛṣṇa Consciousness in this day 
and age. Just like gold is purified by fire, listening to the words emanating from your lotus 
mouth, transforms and purifies my heart.
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We are very fortunate to have the association of a pure, unalloyed devotee like your grace to 
help us develop attachment, love and devotion to Śrīla Prabhupāda and the Supreme Lord.

I am always indebted to your grace who has kindly given us mercy and shelter at your lotus 
feet.

Your humble servant,

Gomathi Ganga Devi Dasi
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YAVAT DAS
Well-wisher

Dear Mahatma Prabhu, Hare Kṛṣṇa!

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you on this 
most auspicious day of your appearance!

I wanted to take a few moments to express my heartfelt gratitude for your selfless service to 
our beloved Śrīla Prabhupāda over so many decades. Thank you for being an authentic and 
committed Vaiṣṇava, and setting a sterling example for us all to follow.

Thank you for sharing so many practical points on how we can practice Kṛṣṇa Consciousness 
sincerely and honestly.
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I especially appreciate you “Marriage Manual“ and the many other Gṛhastha resources that 
you have made available.

These have helped me and many other devotees, and I feel that this is your unique and special 
contribution to our wonderful society. 

I pray we are fortunate to have your association here in South Africa again soon.

With love and gratitude,

Your servant,

Yavat das 
(disciple of HH Partha Sarathi Das Goswami)
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PC
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Gurudeva,

Please accept my most prostrated humble obeisance at the dust of your merciful lotus feet.
All glories to His Divine Grace A C Bhaktivedanta Swami Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I kindly seek the blessings of Gurudeva, Śrīla Prabhupāda, and their lordships Guru and 
Gauranga. My material mind can never make a spiritual offering, I am sure, my words will 
always fall short of deserved offering. Kindly forgive my offenses at your lotus feet and I seek 
your permission to share a few words of appreciation. My efforts are like a dwarf trying to 
touch the moon, kindly forgive me.

Every re-incarnation of the soul is like going through a Monopoly (game). It is only the 
kindness and blessings of the Guru that can help to overcome inner material desires and 
heavy ignorance and lead the way to spirituality.

Earlier, I had never understood the real meaning of “Back to Godhead“! My spiritual master 
always said that we came to the material world because we turned away from Sri Kṛṣṇa. It is 
solely, because of your kindness and mercy, Gurudeva, I feel the protection and guidance of a 
parent who can light up the path of my journey back to godhead. The new born baby cannot 
even open its eyes, and is not even in a state of consciousness to understand the protection 
from the mother, but has a strong feeling that there is someone who is taking care of me. At 
that time, the baby can really feel the mother’s warmth, and nothing else. Crying babies can 
never be consoled by philosophy, or positive thinking, or by wonderful lectures, or by making 
sounds. Just a single touch or the voice of the mother can make the baby feel so safe, and he 
calms down immediately. I feel the same, as a new born baby, I am stupid, ignorant, never felt 
the protection of Kṛṣṇa or never have developed the faith in the process, but in my heart of 
heart, I strongly feel the care and affection of a spiritual father. You have always been there 
for each and every disciple, nurturing them, healing them and uplifting them, as a selfless 
mother. Mother, in spite of all her duties, still always has time for her kids, irrespective of 
whatever time it is, or whatever the situation it is, she is never hesitant in caring for her baby. 
This is a wonderful quality that I strongly perceive in you, if at all, I am able to chant, and 
survive in Kṛṣṇa consciousness, is only through your care, affection and your prayers for my 
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protection. I, on this day, would sincerely pray that let my heart get purified and let my faith 
in your protection and shelter increase day by day. 

I very humbly thank you for the instructions that you have given me, seriously following which 
will empower me to practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness in every moment of my life.

May that eternal, transcendental sweet name of “Kṛṣṇa” that is received from you, help me to 
serve in the mission of Gurudeva, Śrīla Prabhupāda and all of the devotees eternally. 

Your insignificant servant, 

Pc 

Taiwan
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ATRISHA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you! Happy Vyāsa-pūjā!

Dear Guru Mahārāj, I remember that in early 2019 in Māyāpur, we all were outside and 
heading to the home where you usually had your morning class. I had my umbrella and the 
rain started to drizzle and fall. I approached you so that I could give it to you and you said that 
I had just lost my umbrella with a smile. I felt really happy that I had just ‘lost’ my umbrella 
:). At the end of the walk; you thanked me very kindly and gave it back to me. I felt that I had 
just received one of the most treasured gifts in the world. That umbrella, even though it was 
nearing the end of its lifespan, and it was falling apart; when it was opened and the different 
parts were fitted into the right places, with the right care; it was transformed and was able to 
be of service to you. It was perfectly imperfect and yet it still had so much to give. That gives 
me so much hope. It reminds me that even though I am imperfect and flawed; I can still be 
of service to you, to the devotees and to Kṛṣṇa. It reminds me of that quote by David Weaver; 
that broken crayons still colour.

Many times, I feel very lost in my life and at the same time, I feel so grateful for your shelter and 
guidance. I really appreciate you ‘hearing’ my thoughts and for making me feel understood. I 
appreciate all of your responses and I feel very fortunate that I can write to you. I feel eternally 
grateful that Kṛṣṇa brought you into my life and I don’t know where I’d be without your care, 
understanding and kindness.

Thank you for everything that you do for all of us and for ISKCON. Thank you for being you. 
Thank you for your inspirational classes and for your sense of humour:). We are so blessed and 
fortunate to have you and I pray that the Lord blesses you with many happy and healthy years 
ahead in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 

Your servant, 

Atrisha
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ANANTA SHAKTI DASA
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to You and Śrīla Prabhupāda!

Please Gurudev, let me express my love and devotion to you on this day of your Vyāsa-pūjā. 
I am very happy to be your disciple and spiritual son. Your pure devotional service to your 
spiritual master and Kṛṣṇa is an example for me and I am admired by your devotion, patience, 
humility, gentleness and kindness. 

I hope that I can be useful for your mission. 

Always in an unpaid debt to you, 

Your devoted servant, 

Ananta Shakti Das
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DAVINA
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dearest Guru Mahārāj, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda ! 

Happy Vyāsa-pūjā!!

My dear GuruMahārāj, you have taught me that I need a Guru in order to keep progressing in 
my spiritual life. With your loving words and constant guidance, I am always reminded that 
you are here to save me. I am flooded with so much gratitude, that I am able to take shelter 
unto you. No matter what it is, you are always giving me your precious time and love to hold 
my hand and pull me out of the darkest days.

My dear Guru Mahārāj, you are filled with so much love and compassion that you still accept 
me, despite how fallen I am, and all the mistakes I may make. I will never ever forget the day 
you gave me your precious time to video call and guide me through the hardships I was 
facing. You taught me how to see Kṛṣṇa through everything. You taught me how to be sincere 
in my practice. You taught me how to develop faith and take shelter in the Holy Name. Guru 
Mahārāj, I wouldn‘t be where I am today if it weren‘t for your unconditional love, mercy and 
guidance. 

You have always instilled in me so much hope and confidence. When I feel the lowest, after 
emailing you or hearing your classes, I am instilled with this confidence that I am able to be 
Kṛṣṇa conscious. It is by the association from your teachings and guidance I have faith that I 
will go home, back to Godhead. 

My dear Guru Mahārāj, I pray I can fully surrender to your lotus feet and live by your teachings. 
I pray I can serve you wholeheartedly in your mission to serve Śrīla Prabhupāda. I deeply pray 
I can carry you forever in my heart, whom I will always turn to and seek for shelter. Please let 
me be your instrument.

Your fallen aspiring servant, 

Davina
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DEE
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Gurudeva, 

Just wanted to leave you a message to wish you a healthy and blissful year ahead. 

I am so grateful that your Wisdom Wednesdays talk in a packed room at Soho Street was the 
first Kṛṣṇa consciousness talk I listened to. Your advice to me that day to always try my best 
but be detached about the outcome is something that I am still striving to practice. Since 
then I have had the privilege and pleasure of listening to many of your lectures. Thank you 
for not shying away from talking about topics most others wouldn‘t touch upon. Thank you 
for also taking the time to connect with me to find me opportunities to serve that are more 
fulfilling. 

I sincerely hope and pray that I will one day get to serve you in a meaningful way. 
Haribol. 

Your aspiring servant,

Dee
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EKATERINA
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Mahātmā Prabhu,

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Your Grace!

oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā
cakṣur-unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ 

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who with the torchlight of 
knowledge has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance.“
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I would like to express my deepest gratitude for how much your instructions and guidance 
have changed my life over the past year. It is almost as if a light was switched on and I could 
see the path of bhakti more clearly – where I am currently at as well as where I need to go. 
Your instructions helped me progress in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, make sense of what Kṛṣṇa and 
Śrīla Prabhupāda is trying to teach me and strengthen my connection to them. 

When discovering your classes I was instantly drawn to their practical nature and how you 
make Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s instructions super easy to understand and apply. Whenever I listen 
to your classes, I feel like Kṛṣṇa is speaking to me directly. Whenever I go off-track in Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness, your instructions are there to put me back in the right direction. They are a 
source of inspiration for me and so many ‚aha‘ moments always come up. 

Lockdown turned out to be a blessing from Kṛṣṇa, because I discovered and started to 
regularly attend your live classes on Facebook. At the time I still had some bad habits and was 
half way in maya and half way in bhakti – trying to give-up smoking, still watching Netflix and 
listening to karmi music. Now thanks to your guidance and association I gave up these things 
within just a few short months and lost taste in them, made Kṛṣṇa Consciousness my life and 
soul, dovetailed all my activities in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness and my desire to attain Kṛṣṇa has 
grown and has become stronger. I can clearly remember you saying ‚is this going to matter 
at the time of death?‘ and that day was the day I had my last cigarette and the first day of 
following the ‚no intoxication‘ regulative principle properly. 

Before I had doubts whether I would be able to go back to Kṛṣṇa, but now I can see that this is 
actually realistic and achievable, and my determination in achieving this is growing stronger. 
You have completely turned my life around, in just a year I have made Kṛṣṇa the center of my 
life and it seems like your instructions, Kṛṣṇa and Śrīla Prabhupāda have taken me on a fast-
track path in bhakti. 

In just that year I have been given regular service, received Gaura Nitai deities to worship, 
started to read Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam regularly, study bhakti sastri, started to run monthly 
events, lead kirtan and have even given my first Kṛṣṇa conscious talk.
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Your Jāpā workshops and guided meditations have made it easy for me to focus on the 
holy names (most days anyway) and have inspired me to make good Jāpā my standard and 
mechanical Jāpā a thing of the past. I have opened my heart up to Kṛṣṇa and I can feel a 
stronger connection to Him through the holy names. You have said many times that when 
we make our Jāpā strong, then maya can‘t get in and influence us. I have started to see this 
in my own practice. By giving up bad habits, giving more of my time and attention to Kṛṣṇa 
and making more effort with my Jāpā, maya has become less and less of a problem. Your 
resilience course has given me the tools to stop reacting to people and situations out of anger 
or past experiences and to actually stop and think – something that I have struggled with my 
whole life. It has given me more control over my mind and emotions and has improved my 
relationship with myself and others.

This year I have started to understand and appreciate just how much mercy Kṛṣṇa is actually 
giving me. How His love sometimes comes in the form of difficulties and challenges intended 
to help me on the path of bhakti. Now rather than suffering and praying to get out of the 
situation, I am trying to see what Kṛṣṇa is trying to teach me and how this situation could help 
me. The lessons from your classes and your book ‚Living the Wisdom of Bhakti‘ have been 
invaluable in changing my perspective and allowing me to see everything as mercy, even the 
so-called ‚bad things‘.

Thank you for helping me come closer to my dream of becoming fully Kṛṣṇa conscious. By 
your mercy and help I am making my dreams of living my true purpose of making the world a 
better place through preaching and spreading Kṛṣṇa Consciousness here in Llanidloes, Wales. 
I am so grateful to be part of ISKCON, it is something that I was so desperate to do even before 
I became a devotee, helping fallen conditioned souls like myself is a service I am most grateful 
for and I feel like Kṛṣṇa was preparing me for this from my childhood days when my mum 
would arrange piano lessons for me.

Lockdown was a gift from Kṛṣṇa, as He brought the temple and your association to me. 
Living far from a temple and a devotee community, regular virtual association has become 
a backbone to my spiritual life. With the endeavour to go digital – this has genuinely saved 
my spiritual life, no doubt I would not be where I am at right now and able to fight-off maya‘s 
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influence, if it was not for your online classes, so thank you, thank you and thank you! Whenever 
I am not able to attend the live classes, I try to catch-up later on – they are my lifeline to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇa.

Mahātmā Prabhu ki, jaya! Śrīla Prabhupāda ki jaya!

Praying to become your sincere servant,

Bhaktin Ekaterina
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JAYARADHE DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Happy appearance day! Praying you have a wonderful year, wishing you good health and that 
you are able to continue in your service to your spiritual master and remain with us for many 
years to come.

Though I will never be able to repay you or reciprocate for all the mercy you have given me 
or ever be able to fully describe your glories, I pray that I may be of some service to you and 
that I can somehow assist you in your mission to serve your spiritual master. Thank you for 
accepting me despite my endless faults and always inspiring me to never give up, in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness or in life.

Thank you for kindly allowing me to do some service and always see the positives in me and 
never my faults. This always reminds me to see the good in others and to treat everyone with 
love and compassion. One of the services which I love most is sharing your inspirational quotes! 
It feels like every word/phrase can be a class in of itself. I pray that your words, instructions 
and teachings remain forever in my mind and heart and be the motive for all my actions.

Gurudeva, you once said in class that “you become very special when you get the mercy 
of the guru”. I feel I have been able to achieve things beyond my capacity, intelligence and 
capability due to the causeless mercy I have received from you. I am far from deserving any 
of it, yet you do not hesitate to offer kindness and compassion. You remind me to be kind to 
myself even if the world is cruel. Thank you Gurudeva, for your endless mercy and I pray that 
you will always be merciful to this undeserving jīva.

Gurudeva, you once said “if we work well with other devotees, that will please Prabhupāda”. 
You remind us of the importance of culture – creating an environment of trust, kindness, 
compassion and service. I pray that I am able to imbibe these qualities that you teach us – to 
not judge, but to seek to try and understand.

Gurudeva, you once said “one of Prabhupāda‘s services to us was to encourage us”. This quote
expresses and captures your mood in everything you do. Whatever I have done, no matter 
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how poorly it is executed, no matter how many flaws, no matter with how much ignorance it 
is performed, you always encourage me. You encourage me to believe in myself even when 
I do not.

This encouragement has served to always remind me that no matter what happens in life, no 
matter how difficult it is, it costs nothing to encourage and uplift someone. As the title of your 
book says, “Uplift yourself, change the world”.

Gurudeva, you once said “you are all meant to have some responsibility for changing the 
world”. You remind us that one day, people may look to us for guidance or advice. Therefore, 
we should be responsible for our sādhana and be strong in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. We should 
follow the instructions and teachings that we are preaching. You encourage us to take 
responsibility for contributing positively.

Thank you endlessly for your kindness, gurudeva. Thank you for always having time for me, 
despite my mundane material problems and despite your busy schedule. I don’t know if you 
will ever be able to know how much you mean to me and how much your words have saved 
me. I pray that I will always be connected to you and can somehow remain in your service. I 
pray I will be able to treat others with the same kindness, compassion and encouragement 
you so selflessly demonstrate to us.

I pray that I will one day have an ounce of the same love, enthusiasm and determination for
devotional service as you do. I pray that one day I will have a fraction of the faith that you 
have in Kṛṣṇa and Prabhupāda and that I never waiver from the instructions and guidance 
you have given. I pray that I am able to contribute to your mission and please you even just 
once, because as you said, Gurudeva, “if one doesn’t please the spiritual master, Kṛṣṇa is not 
pleased”.

Your aspiring servant,

Jayaradhe Devi Dasi
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KAMAL
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla  Prabhupāda.

I was new to Kṛṣṇa Consciousness,
But already thinking to quit.

The customs, the practices seemed so alien to me.
I felt I just didn’t fit.

However, the very day after I was thinking “this isn’t for me”.
I met you Guru Mahārāj.

You helped me to see.
Kṛṣṇa Consciousness wasn’t just for the pious or learned,

Or those who had spiritual birthright 
And through past lives had earned it.

You clearly explained a process that seemed achievable.
A miracle for someone like me

Who thought God was unbelievable.
Caring and compassionate, intelligent, and wise.

Through your actions and words 
You reveal Kṛṣṇa to even to a skeptic‘s eyes.

The practices and customs which seemed so strange,
Began to make sense as through your logic and reason,

My thinking has changed.
Not judging the fallen, hedonistic peoples such as I,

You bridge the gap between us and Kṛṣṇa
By having such a broad mind.
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You are willing to speak out to help devotees.
Always clarifying  Prabhupāda’s teachings,

To put our minds at ease.
Taking risks, you innovate to further Prabhupāda’s mission.

Never playing it safe,
Just to protect your position.

Guru Mahārāj I can never repay you for what you have done.
You give me hope that I might reach Kṛṣṇa,

When of hope, I had none.
So, I’ll keep trying to imbibe your teachings and although I might fail.

Thanks to you Guru Mahārāj
Kṛṣṇa is always in sight.

Your servant,

Kamal
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PRAYAG
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Whilst starting to write this offering, I started to think that my interactions with you over the 
past year has been minimal. I’ve not written or seen you much at all this past year but it’s also 
given me an opportunity to reflect on what the relationship between a guru and disciple 
is. And what better way to reflect upon this than to see the relationship you had with your 
spiritual master? The essence of the relationship is not about how much ‘face’ time one gets 
with their guru but the extent to which they are serving and pleasing them. Alas, I must admit 
that whilst I have continued my service to you, I have likely not done it in a way that would 
please you. But these opportunities to reflect on one’s relationship with Guru should be an 
impetus to evaluate where we are at and commit to working on improving that relationship.

Another one of the key points I have been meditating on around the guru-disciple relationship 
is the ability of one to follow the instructions of the spiritual master. I have taken the time to 
reflect on the various instructions you have given me over the years on a personal level as 
well as all the general instructions I have received through classes that I have heard from you. 
Every instruction you have given is permeated with compassion for which I am truly grateful, 
and I realise that to follow even some of them perfectly would result in perfection in Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness. I must be more diligent in appreciating what you have given me and acting 
upon it. Over the past year, I have had highs and lows but the reality is that I’ve fallen short 
with where I would want to be. So I want to take this opportunity to make a commitment to 
become stronger in my spiritual practices and report back to you hopefully in the coming 
year on how things have progressed. 

I shall forever remain grateful to be able to serve you in a small way in the small ways that I am 
able to and pray I can make this mood of serving and pleasing Guru my life and soul.
Looking forward to having your association again soon! 

Your servant,

Bhakta Prayag



UNITED KINGDOM

260

PRIYA-DARSINI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya Kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dearest Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All Glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

On this auspicious occasion, I wanted to wish you a very Happy Appearance day and Vyāsa-
pūjā. It feels as though I haven’t written to you in a while. I have been feeling disconnected 
from you and have felt as though something was missing and I realized this something was 
my service to you. A few years ago in my sādhana report you said to me:

“Our real connection is through service and we’ll be most happy and inspired to serve together. 
And every disciple can do as much service as they like and they will feel the reciprocation with 
guru and Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇa through this service much more than a mere smile.”

I have been neglectful in my service to you, but you have always been so kind to me and have 
given me the service that I ultimately need in order to grow and shift my consciousness. I have 
found that time and time again, you know exactly what I need. When I “just do it”, whenever 
I just do the service, immediately I feel a deep sense of inner fulfillment- I feel inspired and 
connected to you. I feel heard and I find that the service I do, ends up serving me. The service 
purifies me and helps me to let go of the deep resentment that I hold. The exercises that you 
have developed in the Forgiveness course have enabled me to see things from a different 
perspective- a perspective that uplifts, nourishes me and helps me to grow. Your teachings 
are so invaluable and I pray that I never ever forget that it is only through mercy, effort and 
blessings that I will be able to overcome and deal with these deep-rooted anarthas.

Your care, affection and love has no limits. You are forever giving, ever so kind and care so 
deeply about others. I pray that I can develop this mood of kindness, which I am far from at 
present. I pray that I can develop the consciousness of a servant by living the instructions you 
have given to me and by shifting the focus from myself to others. Thank you for teaching me 
through your example how I should behave. 

I am so indebted to you. You give me strength to believe in myself and use the gifts that I have 
been given to serve. I was so lost before and I feel that it is through your instructions and our 
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relationship that I am gaining clarity of where I need to go. I pray for the courage and strength 
to continue, knowing that this is what is pleasing to you. 

Thank you Gurudeva, for helping me to save myself. 

Your aspiring servant forever, 

Priya-Darsini Devi Dasi
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SURABHI KUNJA DEVI DASI
Śikṣā Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances!
All Glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

Glories to you and your amazing Divine and transcendental service!

Thank you so much for everything that you do and everything of who you are!

You set such an amazing and glorious example for your disciples to follow in your footsteps of 
devotion and dedication to your spiritual master! 
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You have made Kṛṣṇa conscious accessible and palatable to us Western Devotees who 
otherwise may have struggled very much with elements of the philosophy and practices. 

You have made it seem so effortless to practice Kṛṣṇa Consciousness although of course you 
inspire deep transformation within each of us. 

Your creativity and musicality has transported me into a world of spiritual bliss and is medicine 
for my wounded heart. 

You have helped me so much in recent times. Without your support and this developing 
relationship with you I would sometimes have been absolutely lost for where to turn. 

You give us permission and direction as students and individual souls to really find within us 
the answers we need within us and the Holy name and give a sense of fatherly affection that 
connects us deeply with Śrīla Prabhupāda!..understanding with true empathy.

Personally I have been really terrible at following your instructions..sometimes I have not 
been able to follow them at all and got myself into very challenging situations because I was 
not able to listen and follow. I have had my own deep challenges and personal issues yet you 
have always been incredibly patient and tolerant and more importantly understanding and 
compassionate.

You have understood my heart and the reasons behind my actions and been relentlessly 
there for me to hold the space of non-judgemental and unconditional love. 

It’s very rare to meet a devotee who can seem to understand the psychological aspects of 
devotee care and to be able to venture deeply into the painful issues that come up and be 
unwaveringly kind. 

This has certainly been so needed by me in recent times and I don’t really have words to 
express how much it means to me. 
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I bow to your service attitude and to your creative prowess and the Devotional offerings that 
of course are inspired by your spiritual master and are an expression of your love for him and 
to Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa!

I bow to your extraordinary ability to personally support the devotees who need you and that 
you can do that with such determination and love. 

Thank you for you affectionate love that has helped to heal me in so many ways and helped 
me to stay in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness!

Thank you for your constant inspiration!

Thank you for your protection and shelter!

Thank you again and again! 

I am eternally grateful to you! 

Your insignificant servant,

Surabhi Kunja Devi dasi
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TIMEA
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you!

Today we are celebrating you all over the world, and as your disciples and well-wishers come 
together on this special day, I would like to say how grateful I am to be here.

I do not think I ever truly appreciated the opportunity of writing an offering as much as I do 
now, but recently I had some deeper reflections and realized how fortunate I am not only to 
be alive at this moment of time but to have a Spiritual Master I can write an offering to on his 
Vyāsa-pūjā; and what a blessing it is that you are my Gurudeva.

Your mission to help devotees to help themselves and spreading the wisdom of bhakti now 
reached over fifteen thousand followers on social media and by your mercy the teachings 
of Śrīla Prabhupāda is reaching the hearts of more and more people. You are representing 
him in such a wonderful way in everything you do and the way you carry him so dearly and 
lovingly in your heart gives as a taste of what is was like when he was here is person. 

We all have to face different challenges in our lives but you bring joy, solutions, love and 
wisdom to our homes and hearts every single day and somehow life seems less difficult.

At this point of my spiritual journey, I have a stronger desire to serve and put Kṛṣṇa in the 
centre of everything I do and that is credit to you Gurudeva. Not so long ago I had many 
doubts about myself, about my place in the world and about life in general but it was your 
kindness, compassion and wisdom that pulled me through. Even though I can show up more 
failure than success you are pulling me closer to my purpose and you have never once pushed 
me away.

Whenever I am in doubt or looking for answers all I need to do is reach towards you and I find 
the answers. Thank you for your limitless compassion, your dedication to guide us through 
our difficulties and last but not least, thank you for utilizing your great sense of humour as you 
guide us back home, back to Godhead. 
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Dear Gurudeva, you became my anchor. Someone who keeps me at bay when the strong 
waves of material life are coming for me. Thank you for trusting me and encouraging me.

A simple offering like this is never going to be enough even if it is multiplied by the countless 
number of universes but I am looking forward to many more years to come in your life and 
having the opportunity to say thank you again and again and again.

Your very fortunate servant,

Timea
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DEVANANDA DAS
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Guru Mahārāj,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet on this most auspicious 
day of your Vyāsa-pūjā! All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

In the Bhagavad-Gita, Kṛṣṇa explains the importance of approaching a spiritual master who 
has seen the truth and how sincere service to such a great soul will lead to the knowledge that 
all living beings are a part of one large spiritual family. I am not being humble when I say that 
I have rendered very little in the way of sincere service to you, but you have still accepted me 
and I have learned something about a real spiritual family from your kindness, encouraging 
words, and care for my spiritual advancement.

I have a network of support at my fingertips that you have built through your dedication 
to expand Śrīla Prabhupāda’s vision to touch as many lives as possible, and I am continually 
inspired by the disciples that serve you tirelessly to promote your outreach. Their dedication 
to you is a true emblem of the love you have shown all of us.

Each year I sit down to write this offering I realize that I am receiving much more than I am giving 
in my relationship with you. But this realization doesn’t discourage me, rather it motivates 
me to wake each day and be a better disciple and student. Through your instructions on 
forgiveness, overcoming selfishness and recognizing anger and intolerance; I relate better 
with Kṛṣṇa, this world, and the people in it. 

Thank you for helping me see everything in relation to Kṛṣṇa and helping me understand my 
connection to the spiritual family of all beings trying to find their way home. I see the devotee 
I want to be when I hear you speak, and my heartfelt desire is to express my deepest gratitude 
for your kindness and mercy on this auspicious Vyāsa-pūjā day. 

Your undeserving servant,

Devananda Das
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GAURA MANI DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

I feel deep gratitude for you lighting the steps towards Goloka Vrindavan. Every time I get stuck 
in my interactions with the material world, your lectures seem to hold the perfect message for 
me to ‚forgive, accept, move on, stay focused on the real goal‘. Thank you for doing this work 
and inspiring so many to be their authentic selves in developing their devotional practice. 

Thank you for trusting me with your Jāpā Sanga, it has helped me stay stable here in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean. I look forward to these coming years of developing an EcoVillage 
project here with you on Maui. I‘m praying for service in this way. 

Your grateful servant,

Gaura Mani Devi Dasi
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KRSNAKUMAR DAS
Well-wisher

Hare Kṛṣṇa,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.
All glories to you.
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga.

Thank you so much for all the services that you have done for serving Śrīla Prabhupāda and 
the Vaisnavas. I have been personally benefited from your personal association as well as 
all the wonderful classes, all the Facebook posts and other social media sharing you are 
continuing to do to serve in your amazingly relatable and practical application of the spiritual 
and scriptural concepts.
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I would also like to take the opportunity to thank you for making this platform available to us 
to appreciate you on your way out to Puja, offering by this simple form. I really appreciate this.

Thank you so much for everything you’ve done and continue to do for us and the Devotees.

Your servants,

Krsnakumar Das 
Raval family 

Upstate NY
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RADHAPRIYA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Hare Kṛṣṇa Guru Mahārāj!

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda, all glories to your service 
and your teachings!

I want to take this opportunity to tell you how you have constantly made a remarkable effect 
on my life. Since the day of my initiation my life has changed. My priorities totally changed, to 
establish an unbreakable bond between you and my life.

For it was Kṛṣṇa’s arrangement I live very close to you, and I have the chance to see your 
interactions with all kinds of people. New devotees, non-devotees, super senior devotees and 
the common denominator in all your interactions is the same: sweet humour and humility. 
Even you are producing a big impact in many people in the world you stay humble at all times. 

You are doing such a wonderful service for Śrīla Prabhupāda and ISKCON. Your comments 
and interactions are always focused on helping and raising the consciousness of others. In 
difficult situations, I admire your cold mind to give wise advice and in happy situations your 
smile illuminates the place and the people around you. 

Your magnificent example helps me to focus on my difficult days. I am attached to your 
instructions, and I say to myself: 

You are here to serve and everything is temporary. 
Thank you for your kindness, you make me feel like your daughter.
Thank you for your endless patience. Thank you for trust in me, even when I don’t have the
qualifications to serve you. 

May Kṛṣṇa give you 108 years of service. We need you everyday Guru Mahārāj and I hope to 
always be next to you to serve you!

Your eternal and crazy disciple,

Radhapriya Devi Dasi
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RYAN
Aspiring Disciple

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale 
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāminn iti nāmine 

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe 
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Dear Guru Mahārāj, 

Hare Kṛṣṇa. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories 
to your service! 

Thank you for everything you do, that is noticed and goes unnoticed. All is done in the 
direction of helping others further realize the souls‘ pure natural position of existence. As 
we find ourselves in these bodies and in this life my own ignorance from choosing what is 
temporary and illusory in efforts to derive a false sense of happiness, which I know, only 
results in more of the same anxieties, is progressively being undone and not only by my own 
doing. From your grace and mercy I have tastes of immense joy in the darkness that dissipates 
by not turning my back on, but turning back towards pleasing and remembering my loving 
relationship with Kṛṣṇa. 

Your teachings allow me the knowledge to trust and the blessings to engage in my given 
nature with my whole heart. I am able to give back in service to whom has provided me with 
everything. The forgetfulness to surrender that which I am not the enjoyer of or proprietor 
of, causes me the deserved suffering in which I can remember and make the choice to 
authentically associate with the real priority. As well as the opportunity of this given awareness 
and human life. As this must again and again be drilled into my thick skull, I thank you for your 
patience, and helping me learn to give myself the same compassion and respect. Out of your 
love, by the love that has been demonstrated for you through your spiritual master His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda. You continue his mission and movement by 
revealing a path that life is calling us back towards, in the direction of his connection. A path 
that is decisively true and deserving of our devotion in continuing to take steps in alignment 
of service.

The countless hours of Jāpā courses and daily classes you facilitate helps me and so many 
others in the purification process that is so desperately needed. I can only begin to tell you 
how grateful I am, and at the same time how I currently don‘t fully realize the magnitude of 
this fortunate position I find myself in as your aspiring servant. What can only be mercy on 
my lost fallen soul to be placed in the proximity of your shelter and effulgence is seemingly 
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unfathomable. My only wish is to realize the depth of my gratitude more and more in time 
by association and in service of/for you. Thank you endlessly for helping me in my continued 
realization, that I am a pure soul. Although materially covered… That uncovering is possible, 
and surely is happening by the grace of your guidance. 

The light that emanates from your being and the example of who you are is divinely 
inspirational. Only possible with your mercy by helping me to remember none of this is 
mine. In an attitude acting as an instrument of service to please. I will humbly try my best 
to replicate the mood you are continuously representing before us all. I will always just be a 
shadow following in the footsteps of your bona fide lotus feet, but I sincerely thank you for 
showing me how to properly act, and who to act for. 

Wishing you very happy Vyāsa-pūjā day!

Your aspiring servant, 

Ryan
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SHALINI MANSUKHANI
Aspiring Disciple

My Dearest Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

Wishing you a Very Happy Appearance Day and many more to come, so that you can guide 
and lead millions unto the lotus feet of the Lord!

My heart will forever be indebted to you for accepting me as your disciple on November 25th, 
2022. I am very new to this and thus, please forgive any offenses that I may commit by making 
this offering. I am not sure what I might have done correctly in some birth that I am blessed 
to be able to call you my Guru Mahārāj. The first time that I wrote to you, you responded 
within two days and I was so overcome with emotion, that you took the time…and then you 
responded to my every email thereafter! You had a meeting with me on Zoom and patiently 
listened to my every word (no matter how inconsequential) and accepted me as your disciple 
soon thereafter. I remember sitting in the Dallas Rādhā-Kalachandji temple room at your feet, 
with my daughter Rhea, and the immense sense of peace and security that I experienced; as 
you once again took the time to talk with us. 

Every day, as I listen to your lectures, I see why you are recognized as a bona fide representative 
of the sampradāya and Śrīla Prabhupāda. Each lecture of yours is eye-opening, encouraging, 
uplifting, and has a resounding message that sits with all of us, well after you’ve signed off 
for the day.

Gurudeva, through your lectures, you patiently lay solid ground for the philosophy, the 
regulations, and the importance of chanting and association. Alongside, you work on building 
character and conviction in your disciples. You teach us how to face the day with a smile and 
a big heart. You teach us how to treat one another with respect and how to be truly humble, 
accepting, and tolerant. 

It is a blessing to listen to your amazing kirtans as well as the little anecdotes you share with 
your wonderful sense of humor. Your every word is sincere and heartfelt and sends a strong 
message on how much you want all of us to go on that journey with you!
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In the Bhagavad-gītā, Kṛṣṇa says that one must accept a Spiritual Master and enquire sincerely 
from him because the Guru is the seer of the truth. Gurudeva, I sincerely state that each lecture 
of yours answers several of my questions; I need not even pose them. Magically, you address 
all my doubts and queries!

Thank you so much for your loving shelter and I will try my best to be sincere and to follow 
you with my heart.

With Love and Gratitude,

Your servant,

Shalini Mansukhani
Dallas, Texas
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SRI RADHA DEVI DASI
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Happy Vyāsa-pūjā. All glories to you! I am looking forward to the day when I get to celebrate 
your Vyāsa-pūjā in person with you. 

Thank you for embodying the joyful experience of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. You demonstrate the 
mood of the Vrajavasi’s; who see every opportunity to serve Kṛṣṇa as their greatest wealth. So 
many austerities are happily performed by you for Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

I am grateful for the example you give when it comes to your dedication to Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
supporting unending amounts of devotees, teaching class after class daily, putting aside time 
to have long project meetings with your sevaka’s, making uplifting jokes, meeting people 
where they are at, living the example of a Kṛṣṇa conscious life, putting śāstric teachings into 
daily takeaways, creating inspiring Kṛṣṇa conscious music and leading ‘back to Godhead’ 
Kirtans. These are just some of what you do. 

In Kṛṣṇa Consciousness, I am still on the platform of thinking, ‘Do I actually want to do this for 
Kṛṣṇa? Will this be too much of an austerity for me?’ I pray I can reach the stage you are at, not 
worrying about myself and constantly serving Guru and Kṛṣṇa. By your example, I can see it 
can be done and I strive to get there. 

I hope I get to continue to serve you for many years to come. Thank you for letting me be your 
disciple and accepting me into the Vaiṣṇava lineage. I hope to act in such a way that pleases 
you.

Your grateful and indebted servant, 

Sri Radha Devi Dasi
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STEPHANIE
Aspiring Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! All glories to you on this 
auspicious day of your Vyāsa-pūjā!

Before you welcomed me into the shelter and care of your guidance, I felt unanchored and 
confused in spiritual life. You have so mercifully allowed me to land my service heart at your 
lotus feet. For this unmerited gift, I am eternally grateful.

My mind boggles at the enormity and significance of this relationship, so I can only attempt to 
understand this through my heart. Remembering the feeling, the small taste of connection to 
Kṛṣṇa that I have felt through your grace, is like a hand that pulls me out of the dark, entangled 
forest and sets me on the right path. That you have allowed me to be a recipient of your never 
ending, always-unfolding mercy shows the depth of your compassion.

Having you and Śrīla Prabhupāda as my ever well wishers has enabled me to do hard things 
beyond my comfort zone. Being honest and vulnerable to share my spiritual life publicly, 
organizing events, holding space for my family during a time of grief, intertwining spiritual 
discipline and practices into my family life – these things do not come easily for me but since 
I know that you believe in me, I’ve been able to do it. 

I am immensely grateful for all your guidance, especially your constant encouragement to 
chant, remembering that my connection to the holy name is my greatest treasure.

I have so much to learn, so far to go in my dedication to Kṛṣṇa, so many teachings of Śrīla 
Prabhupāda to learn and assimilate, but with you as my divine guide, there is hope. Hope, 
that however slow my progress may be, as long as I stay steadfast and sincere, it is possible 
through my effort and your grace.

The first time we talked you surprised me by saying you were looking forward to serving 
together. How could a floundering, undisciplined devotee like me serve with you? Yet it is 
my sincere desire to assist you in any way possible to achieve your goals in service to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. 



UNITED STATES

287

Everyday I pray to Lord Nityanada to please empower me with the skills, intelligence, 
collaborative spirit and humility that are beyond me so that I will be most useful to my spiritual 
master’s work of inspiring the world with Śrīla Prabhupāda’s movement.

Thank you, Gurudeva! I wish you a very blissful Vyāsa-pūjā day!

Your humble servant,

Stephanie
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SYDNEY
Aspiring Disciple

My Dearest Gurudeva,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please kindly accept my most humble obeisances. 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda. Happy Vyāsa-pūjā! 

I am not certain that words alone could ever begin to tell you how grateful I am for your 
association, and your acceptance of me to aspire to take shelter at your lotus feet. When I was 
introduced to Śrīla Prabhupāda and his books, I was instantly drawn to him and his mission 
touched me very deeply. I had become so very lost and felt incomplete and empty...  now I 
feel whole again...  Jai Prabhupāda! I have learned and am continuing to learn so very much 
since the beginning of my Bhakti Journey almost two years ago. My life is forever changed 
and changing, and I feel that I am finally on the right path, headed to my real home. It only 
took 40 years to get here!, but so very glad that I did! Better late than never! Śrīla Prabhupāda‘s 
books and lectures, and your association, books, classes, and workshops have all truly helped 
me to grow and to keep growing. Your love for Kṛṣṇa and Śrīla Prabhupāda shows so brightly 
in everything that you do. Your laid back demeanor and funny personality; Your love for 
music, your classes, your acceptance of me and others, and your willingness to reach out 
to me after messaging you the first time (and all the ‚many‘ times after), have all shown me 
a true heart example of Prabhupāda. This is how I knew you were to be my Gurudeva. My 
prayer is to keep learning, to serve, to love others, and to show you how grateful I am through 
actions and service, not just with words. I am eternally grateful for everything I have been 
given... especially the gift of Bhakti. I truly hope to be able to help others by sharing Kṛṣṇa 
Consciousness just as you are teaching us too be able to do...  I’m so very grateful...  Thank you 
so much. I hope that you have a beautiful day!

Your servant,

Sydney
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VANAMALI DAS
Dīkṣā Disciple

Dear Guru Mahārāj,

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble obeisances
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda
Happy Vyāsa-pūjā

Gurudeva, I try to listen to as many videos that you so prolifically and lovingly offer almost 
every day. Such inspiration has been absorbed and I can only offer my obeisances for your 
grace. I will always be grateful that you accepted me as a disciple in the order led by Śrīla 
Prabhupāda.

Your servant,

Vanamali Das
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CRISTINA
Aspiring Disciple

Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Guru Mahārāj!

nama oṃ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhūtale
gurave citti-ceṣṭābhyāṃ mahātma-prabhave sadā

tat-prabhu-bhāva-rūpāya kīrtana-hlāda-dāyine namas
tattva-prakāśaya bhaktānāṃ tat-parāya ca

nama oṁ viṣṇu-pādāya kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
śrīmate bhaktivedānta-svāmin iti nāmine

namas te sārasvate deve gaura-vāṇī-pracāriṇe
nirviśeṣa-śūnyavādi-pāścātya-deśa-tāriṇe
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Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances!
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda and to you!

I take this opportunity to glorify your incredible work within the Kṛṣṇa Consciousness 
movement. It is sure that your dear Guru Mahārāj, Śrīla Prabhupāda, enjoys seeing your 
contributions.

In recent times, since I made the decision to take refuge at your lotus feet and to initiate myself 
in the future with you, I feel so much gratification when I listen to your classes via the internet.
Just your presence and hearing your voice comforts me. And as I go deeper into what you 
transmit in your classes, that gratification increases.

I am amazed at your ability to reach the heart of each one of us and how that makes us want 
to want to be better people; always prioritizing self-evaluation before the criticism of others.
I am glad to see how hard you work on your marriage and how whenever you can, you 
express something beautiful about your wife. She is a great example for married devotees 
such as myself.

Your devotion during kirtans excites me and your great knowledge in music. The compositions 
that you make for Sri Kṛṣṇa and how you know how to dedicate your natural gift to the service 
of the Lord, is stated in the Bhagavad-gītā, Chapter 9 verse 27 by His Lordship.
I appreciate your great integrity, simplicity and empathy. I am fascinated that you are a disciple 
of the great Śrīla Prabhupāda.

You make me feel very good within Kṛṣṇa consciousness; you make me feel part of the 
movement by accepting my present nature.

Your work to improve the Jāpā chanting is magnificent and since I met you, in a Jāpā workshop 
in Buenos Aires, my Jāpā chanting has improved and with that, I could experience remarkable 
advances in my Kṛṣṇa Consciousness process.
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I appreciate it very much, Guru Mahārāj. I hope that Kṛṣṇa will allow me to travel soon to 
Uruguay, to know you a little more, to share kirtan, workshops and, if you allow me, I can 
initiate myself in that instance and receive the mercy of the chain of disciplic succession.

This is my first Vyāsa-pūjā letter. Although it is difficult to express my feelings, I believe that I 
have started with something.

With all respect and affection and to serve you always, your aspiring disciple and servant, 

Bhaktina Cristina Sanroman
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(1)

saṁsāra-dāvānala-līḍha-lokatrāṇāya
kāruṇya-ghanāghanatvam

prāptasya kalyāṇa-guṇārṇavasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. 
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the 

spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing 
the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances 

unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of 
auspicious qualities.
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(2)

mahāprabhoḥ kīrtana-nṛtya-gīta
vāditra-mādyan-manaso rasena

romāñca-kampāśru-taraṅga-bhājo
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, and playing 
musical instruments, the spiritual master is always gladdened by the 
sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Because he is 

relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his 
hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body, and tears flow from 
his eyes like waves. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet 

of such a spiritual master.



SRI GURV-ASTAKA

299

(3)

śrī-vigrahārādhana-nitya-nānā
śṛṅgāra-tan-mandira-mārjanādau
yuktasya bhaktāṁś ca niyuñjato ’pi

vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple worship of Śrī Śrī 
Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa. He also engages his disciples in such worship. They 

dress the Deities in beautiful clothes and ornaments, clean Their temple, 
and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I offer my respectful 

obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.
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(4)

catur-vidha-śrī-bhagavat-prasāda
svādv-anna-tṛptān hari-bhakta-saṅghān

kṛtvaiva tṛptiṁ bhajataḥ sadaiva
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is always offering Kṛṣṇa four kinds of delicious food 
[analyzed as that which is licked, chewed, drunk, and sucked]. When the 
spiritual master sees that the devotees are satisfied by eating bhagavat-
prasāda, he is satisfied. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus 

feet of such a spiritual master.
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(5)

śrī-rādhikā-mādhavayor apāramādhurya-
līlā-guṇa-rūpa-nāmnām

prati-kṣaṇasvādana-lolupasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is always eager to hear and chant about the 
unlimited conjugal pastimes of Rādhika and Mādhava, and Their 

qualities, names, and forms. The spiritual master aspires to relish these 
at every moment. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of 

such a spiritual master.
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(6)

nikuñja-yūno rati-keli-siddhyai
yā yālibhir yuktir apekṣaṇīyā

tatrāti-dākṣyād ati-vallabhasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is very dear, because he is expert in assisting the 
gopis, who at different times make different tasteful arrangements for 
the perfection of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa’s conjugal loving affairs within the 

groves of Vṛndāvana. I offer my most humble obeisances unto the lotus 
feet of such a spiritual master.
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(7)

sākṣād-dharitvena samasta-śāstrair
uktas tathā bhāvyata eva sadbhiḥ
kintu prabhor yaḥ priya eva tasya
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord, 
because he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is 

acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities. 
Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a 

spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of Śrī Hari [Kṛṣṇa].
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(8)

yasya prasādād bhagavat-prasādo
yasyāprasādān na gatiḥ kuto ’pi

dhyāyan stuvaṁs tasya yaśas tri-sandhyaṁ
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam

TRANSLATION

By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of 
Kṛṣṇa. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any 

advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the 
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful 

obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.
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